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EARLY SETTLEMENT OF THE SWEDES 
ON THE DELAWARE. 


The following documents were obtained by permis- 
sion of the Swedish Government, by the Hon. Jona- 
than Russel, when minister of the United States to the 
court of Sweden and by him presented to the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society in July 1820. The originals 
are in the Swedish language—and there is also a French 
translation of them, which we have translated for 
our present purpose. ; 


Passport for the vessel which Mr. De Korst and those in- 
terested with him, intend sending to New Sweden. 


Given at Nykoping, January 24, 1640. 

We Christina &c. make known that the bearer of this 
Captain Jacob Pewelson with the vessel under his com- 
mand named Fredenburgh, laden with men, cattle and 
other things necessary for the cultivation of the country, 
designs departing from Holland to America or the West 
Indies and there establishing himself in the country cal- 
led New Sweden; we therefore beseech respectively 
and ancably all monarchs and republics or their officers 
and servants to whom the said captain may address him- 
self, and request of them and expressly command our 
own subjects, to permit freely and without ebstacle to 
pass, the said vessel with all the persons and every oth- 
er thing which may be on board; and according to cir- 
cumstances to permit him to return to his country; we 
promise to act in like manner and as is becoming to oth- 
ers; our subjects must fulfil our express will. Given un- 
der our Royal seal and countersigned respectively with 


the proper hand of our Guardians and administrators of 


the Kingdom of Sweden—day and year above written. 


Gabriel Oxenstierna, Gustafsson, Jacob de La Gar- 
dia, Carl Carlson, Gyldenhielm, Oxel Oxenstierna. 
Gabriel Oxenstierna Bengtsson. 


Besides this pasport, we have also forwarded two oth- 
ers in which we have left a blank for the names of the 
captains and their vessels. 


To the Commandant or Commissary and other Inhab- 
itants of Fort Christina in New Sweden—concerning diff- 
erent things. 


Nykoping, January, 24, 1640. 
Christina &c. cate 

To our friends and lieges. We make 
known to you by these presents, that we have granted 
and permitted to our very dear Gothart de Rehden, Mr. 
De Horst and Fenland &c. to him and those interested 
with him, to send to New Sweden two er three vessels, 
laden with men cattle and other things necessary for 
the cultivation of the country, to establish themselves 
on the North side of the South River and to there found 
aColony. We announce to you likewise, that we have 
accorded to them a grant and privilege with several 
other rights. What we exact from you is, that you 
place no obstacle to their project, and moreover for 
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your own advantage and common safety that you be 
with them upon good terms. We have also the gracious 
intention of sending you from Gottenburg, next spring, 
if it pleases God, one or two vessels with all sorts of pro- 
visions; and to detail to you more fully our views 
and intentions, according to which you will have to con- 
duct yourself in both cases. We hope that you will ne- 
glect no care for the advantage of our service. Given 
as above. Gabriel Oxenstierna, Gustafson, Jacob de 
la Gardia, Carl Carlson, Gyldenhielm, Oxcl Oxensti- 
erna, Gabriel Oxenstierna Bengtsson. 


Letter which fixes the salary for Mr. Jost de Bogardt, 
concerning Fort Christina. 
Nykoping, January 30, 1640. 
We Christina &c. 
Make known—Our deaf and faithful 
Jost de Bogardt having taken upon himself and having 
promised to assist as much as is in his power, by his di- 


rection and exertions, our subjects at Christina and the — 


people whom we may send there in future; to employ 
all his care, on the different occasions which present for 
promoting our advantage and that of the crown of Swe- 
den, as also to instruct us exactly on every occasion in 
every thing which it is important we should know; and 
to execute faithfully our orders. We secure to him, 
for this service with which he is charged an annual 


compensation to commence at present, of 500 florins of 


the Empire or 200 Rix Dollars. These 500 florins or 
200 Rix Dollars, shall be every year, fully and without 
failure remitted to his Banker in Holland by our Resi- 
dent Spiring, or other charge d’affaires whom we may 
then hayein Holland. If in future, we have new proofs 
of the attachment of Mr. Jost de Bogardt and of his zeak 
to promote our welfare and that of our crown, we pro- 
mise by these presents to augment his said annual salary 
100 florins of the Empire and moreover according to cir- 
cumstances to recompense him in a royal manner.— 
Such is the design of this letter. 

Given day and year as above. 

Gabrie! Oxenstierna, Gustafson, Jacob de la Gardia 
Carl Carlson, Gyldenhielm. 

Oxel Oxenstierna, Gabriel Oxenstierna, Bengtsson. 








Obl:gation (counterpart) given by the aforesaid Jost 
Bogardt Aykoping,January 1640. 
| The very powerful &c princess Christina &c my very 
| gracious Queen and Lady having given me the under- 
| signed a place in her service inthe country of New Swe- 
den, [ promise and engage by this instrument to be faith- 

| ful and subject to her majesty as a true and faithful ser- 
| vant and subject ought to be; and not only to aid by my 
counsels and actions, the persons who are at fort Chris- 
tina and those also who may hereafter be sent there 
from the kingdom of Sweden, but to employ my 
exertions to procure, as occasion presents, whatever 
will be most advantageous to her Majesty and the crown 
of Sweden, and moreover not to suffer any oppertunity 
to pass of sending to Sweden all information which may 
be useful to her majesty and the crown of Sweden; and 
in this and all other things which ber majesty may deign 
to confide to me and order; to fulfil always exactly her 
orders as a faithful subject ought to do—with all the in- 
telligence and exactnesss, of which I am capable—the 
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whole faithfully&without delay. In faith whereof I have 
signed this letter with my own hand and have attested it 
by affixing my common seal. Done year and day-as 
above JOST DE BOGARDT 


Grant and privilege given to Mr. Henry Hochhamme 
&# Company for the establishment of a new Colony in the 
country of New Sweden. 

Nyxorine Jan’y 24, 1640 

We Christina &c make known by these presents.— 
Our dear Mr. Henry Hochhanmer and others interested 
and in company with him, having humbly represented 
that by means of the grant and privilege which we 
granted them, they had the intention of establishing a 
new colony in the country of new Sweden; after having 
maturely weighed the circumstances of this affair, not 
only we approve their design but also we wish to scc- 
ond it and in order to facilitate its execution we grant 
them special concessions and the following privileges: 

Ist. We concede by these presents, and grant to 
them permission to cause to depart from Holland at 
their expense, under our royal protection and in our 
name, two or three vessels with men, cattle and other 
things necessary, which from the commencement they 
have designed to transport from thence, for the purpose 
of landing them below Fort Cliristina, un the north side 
of South River and there to take by their agents as well 
of this side of the river as of the other, as much land as 
is necessary for their project, to put‘the lands under ac- 
tual cultivation in the space of ten years, in such man- 
ner however that they shall limit their possessions at 
least to four or five German miles from Fort Christina. 

2d. But if the country which at first they shall have 
chosen does not suit them, they may without any obsta- 
cle choose another; which nevertheless shall only be 
done with our express consent or that of our Governor 
in that country, to the end, that no person receive dam- 
age by it. 

3d. The possession of all that they may thus occupy 
by virtue of the first or second articles, shall be guaran- 
teed to them by our royal authority and never shall any 
thing be taken from them by us, either from them or 
their descendants. 

4th. All within their district, besides the fruit of the 
surface, minerals, rivers, springs, as wellas the woods | 
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observed in that country; in such manner however that 
those who profess the one or the other religion, live in 
peace, abstaining from every useless dispute, from all 
scandal and from all abuse. The patrons of this colony 
shall be ohjiged to support at all times, as many minis- 
ters and schoolmasters, as the number of inhabitants shall 
seem to require; and to choose moreover for this pur- 
pose, persons who have at heart the conversion of the 
pagan inhabitants to christianity. 

Sth. It is also granted to the patrons to establish in 
this colony all sorts of industry and manufacture, to en- 
gage in all commerce and trade in the country and out 
of it, as also to go with their vessels and carry on trade 
with all the coast of the West Indies and Africa, belong- 
ing to potentates with whom we are not at war, as well 
as in the rivers and bays which belong to them; not oth- 
erwise nevertheless than with vessels and yachts which 
have been’ built in New Sweden—and our desire is for 
the advantage of their expeditions to lend them all the 
assistance which depends upon us. 

9th. For all the merchandizé which they shall cause 
to be transported from New Sweden into the countries 
of Europe, the depot shall be Gottenburg. It shall not 
however be required of the merchants to passthe sound, 
if they wish to goto some other part of our kingdom.— 
As to foreign ports which do not depend upon the crown 
of Sweden, it shall not be permitted to them to enter, 
except in case of absolute necessity; and in this case, 
they shall be no less required to repair to Gottenburg 
afterwards, there to shew the reasons which compelled 
them to enter a foreign port, to pay duty on the 
merchandize which they shall have sold elsewhere, and 
to equip their vessels anew; and we wish that all 
shall conduct themselves in such a manner that there 
accrue no damage to the revenue heretofore granted 
and made to the commercial Company of New England 
to which they must conform themselves. 

10th. We exempt also by these presents the said 
patrons and the colonies subject to them for ten succes- 
sive years, from all impost, duty, excise, and ev- 
ery other contribution and charge, whether real or per- 
sonal, of whatever name. They shall only pay as is men- 
tioned in the 4th article, the three florins, on the goods 
and merchandize which shall be transported into our 
states; and if these goods and merchandize are again ex- 


and forests, the fish, the chase, even that of the birds,the | ported, they shall be then free from the duties of the 
establishments upon the water, the wind millsand every | custom-house usual in the kingdom; at the same time 
other advantage and utility which they find established | they shall enjoy all the privileges which we grant to our 
or may be established, shall remain for ever to them and | other subjects. 


their descendants as allodial and hereditary property, & 


lith. At the end of ten years all that has been de- 


they shall only pay tous and to our successors, as an ac- | creed by the preceding article with respect to the cus- 
knowledgment of our sovereignty per annum three flor- | toms of our kingdom shall remain in force, and at the 


ins of the empire for each family established.upon their 
territory. - ~ 
5th. We grant in like manner to them the right of 





same time they shall pay in New Sweden 5 percent. on 
all goods which shall enter there or carry away & as the 
expense for the wages of officers necessary in the coun- 


exercising in their district high and low justice, of | try, for the support of fortresses and other indispensable 
| fortifications must be derived from the Customs; they 


founding there cities and villages and communities, with 
a certain police, statutes and ordinances, to appoint 


cannot refuse to assist for that object by other contribu- 


magistrates and officers, to take the title and arms of | tions, according to the necessity as the time and circum- 
» al said colony or province; it being understood that | stances shall require, to the end that we may have great- 
they and their descendants shall receive of us and our | er reason to secure to them and their posterity tranquil- 
successors that jurisdiction and those royal rights as an | lity and safety. 

hereslitary fief; and that they must conform themselves} 12th. We desire beside that they shall take special 


2 9g case to all which concerns the ordinary justice of 
efs. 
* 6th. As in all we reserve for us and our successors to 
the throne, sovereignty, and what depends upon it: and 
especially appeals to us and our governors established 
by us, our will is, that the statutes and ordinances, 
which they intend to establish, should be communicated 
to our said governor and presented for his approbation 
and confirmation, in order to discuss and execute with 
him all which may most contribute to the advantage and 
welfare of the whole country. 

7th. As regards Religion we are willing to permit 
that, besides the Augsburg Confession, the exercise of 
the pretended reformed religion may be established and 


care that it shall not be permitted to any person of the 
colony to take either man or woman, domestic or ser- 
vant from the service to which they are bound to their 
master, nor to take into their service any person who be- 
fore the time fixed by his engagement has of his own au- 
thority, left his seryice without express permission of 
his former master, and on this point the Governcris spe- 
cially authorized to support the master in his rights. 
13th. We permit & grant by these presents to the un- 
der-written masters of vessels to send everywhere in the 
ocean for fish,their vessels built inNewSweden. It is also 
permitted to them to conduct and sell the fish which 
they shall have taken, not only to all quarters of the W. 
Indies, but also if convenient to them, to all places situa 
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ted on the streights of Gibraltar and upon the Mediter- bie Winding on bobbins—in French devider. (a) ‘The 
ranean sea; upon condition, however, that the whole be | 


‘raw silk is wound in this manner by means of a machine, 
first duly declared and registered by our agents, that | called in French devidoir. A drawing of it is given in 


the customs be paid, and that there be no fraud, and | the manual published under the authority of the House 
moreover that they observe exactly all that is directed | of Representatives, plate UI. fig. 1. But this drawing 
in article 9 in respect to the depot of Gottenburg. _ is old, and the machine has been since very much impro- 
14th. In case ahy of the said patrons or their de- | ved and simplified. rf 
scendants, happen hereafter to discover inthe coun-| 2, Cleaning or purging in French, purger. By this 
try above described, any minerals, precious stones, | operation the raw silk is freed from the knots or lumps 
coral, chrystal, marble, a pearl fishery, occasion for ma- | that still adhere to it, and acquires the necessaty degree 
king salt or other like things—those who discover them | of evenness. It is performed by means of a machine 


are at liberty to work them with consent of our govern- | called, in French, purgeoir. 1 have not seen a drawing 


or; atid he shall enjoy without any charge during ten 
years the whole produce of the discovery; after ten 
years have passed he shall in preference to all others be 
maintained and protected in said possession, with the 
obligation to pay to us per year a certain annual sum to 


‘ nor a description of it in this country. 

3. Doubling, by which two er more threads of raw 
silk are united together, accordjiig to the degree of 
thickness required. ‘This is done by means of a ma- 
chine called, in French, doubloir, of which there is a 


be then determined. 

15th. We take by these presen(s tHe said patrons 
and their Colony under own spccial protection, and we 
are disposed to defend them and protect them, at all 


times, and as much asin our power, against all attacks | of the mill ready for the weaver’sloom. Sewing silk, 
as well as to watch over their interests, and to procure | which, it will be recollected, is made out of the silk of 
by all means their well being as well as that of all our | imperfect cocoons, receives here its last finish. The 
faith ful subjects. other qualities of silk; single, organzine and tram, may 
_ 16th. On the contrary they will be held, they and | either be sold for exportation, under the name of thrown 
their descendants not to be wanting in those things | si/k, or be immediately employed in manufactures at 
which they owe us and if we shall have war with any | home. Silk thus prepared, is sometimes said to be or- 
king or republic to take as much to heart the interests | eanzined, the word organzine being then understood in 
of our faithful subjects as their own, to lend us their as- | a general sense, and comprehending tram and singles; 
sistance and cu-operate as much as tiine and circumstan- | as well as organzine proper. 
ces will permit,for the preservation of our states, and of | ‘There is a drawing in the manual, plate HIT. fig 2, 
their own prosperity. We desire moreover that they | which is said to have represented the throwsting mill, 
and their posterity be always exempt ‘from enrolments | and to have been taken from a French Encyclopedia;— 
and from compulsory military service. | but it isnot certainly the throwsting mill, as at present 
_ 17th. We exempt in like manner the said inhabitants | used; it seems rather to have been taken from another 
of New Sweden, as well as their posterity, from all con- | maciine, called the favelle, of which I shall speak pre- 
fiscation of property; and we desire that fines, whatever | sently. 
may be the offence, do not amount to more than 100 | Sewing silk and twist are ofall silks those Which re- 
florins‘of the Empire or 40 Rix Dollars; and we reserve | quire the most labor. The former must undergo three 
te ourselves every other specics of punishment ac- | times and the latter six times the processes of winding, 
cording to the quality of the ollence. | doubling and twisting. _{t is in this sense that I have 
18th. And as the said patrons think of transporting | said that sewing silk (in which 1 meant to include twist, ) 
into said country ina few years, a more considerable | is the perfection of thrown silk. 
number of men and beasts, and several other things ne- ‘The reader will here easily perceive the reason of the 
cessary for the cultivation of the earth, the construction | difference between the Connecticut sewing silk and 
of houses and the founding a city, they are permitted | that made in Europe, and he will be sensible that with- 


not only for once, but even several times, according to out the necessary machines, it is impossible to bring it 
the nature of the articles, to transport them directly | 


drawing inthe manual, plate IV. fig. 1 and 2; but liable 
| to the same objection as that before mentioned. 

4, After these operations, the silk is put to the mill 

to be twisted, which is called throwsting. It comes out 





from Holland, each time, however with our knowledge 
-and special permission, more particularly, as always the | 
equipments were ordinarily made at Gottenburg. — For | 
more ample confirmation of all this, we have caused to | 


tothe requisite degree of perfection. 

Of the other silks, tram silk alone requires to under- 
go these processes three times, organzine twice and sin- 
gles only once. 


Floss silk, which 1 have explained before to consist of 


be affixed to this letter our private seal, and we liave rat- | the tow and Coarse fibres of the silk extracted from the 
ified it by our proper signature and that of our respec- | cocoons, and of the waste and refuse silk collected du- 
tive guardians and administrators of the kingduim of | ring the process of reeling, put tegether in a mass, then 


Sweden. Done as above, 


GaBRIEL OXENSTIERN |, 
JacosB DE LA GaRbia, 
Cari Carson, 
GYLDENHIELM, 
AND. OXENSTIERNA, 
ABRIEL OXENSTIERNA BiNGSSON. 
This privelege was first prepared for Lt.Horst, butaf- 
terwards given to Henry Hochhanmer. 
(To be continued ) 
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Thrown silk is nothing else than raw silk, which, after 
sundry preparatory operations, is fwisted by means of a 
machine called the throwsting or twisting mill, in French 
le moulin a tordre, and is the celebrated machine which 
was introduced from Italy into France by M. Benay, as 
mentionéd in No. 5, for which he was so splendidly re- 
warded. It might, therefore, by a more intellig ble ex- 
pecan, be called (wisfed silic. 

1¢ Operations preparatory to twisting, or passin 
through ‘he mill, ne the following . ; 


| 


carded and spun on the common wheel; of which are 


made ribands, silk tapes, stockings, gloves, mittens, 
night caps, vestings, and all kinds of hosiery, may be ei- 
ther sold as raw silk for exportation, or employed in the 
manufacture of coarse articles of the above description; 
but if it is meant to give to those articles any degree of 
fineness, the floss must undergo the same processes as 
other raw silk; it must be wetind, éleaned, doubled and 
twisted in the favelle, a machine made on the principle 


+of the throwsting mill, but differently constructed, and 


of a much smaller size. Many comfortable articles might 
be manufactured in this country of this silk in its raw 
state; this branch of domestic industry might very well 
take the place of the sewing silk manufactures of the 
Connecticut ladies, and in them an agreeable and profi- 
table employment; and it would prepare the American 





(a..) Winding the silk from the cocoons, or reeling, 
is called in French, filer, to spin. Hence the word fila- 
ture. ‘These explanations are given to facilitate the rea- 
ding of the French books on this subject. 





180 








weavers for making the finer articles, when the manu- 
facture of thrown silk shall have been introduced into 
this country. 

At that period sewing silk will be a regular article of 
American manufacture; then ribands and fine hosiery of 
all descriptions will be the first things that will be at- 
tempted; after which the finer manufactures of stuffs 
made of singles, organzine and tram will follow in suc- 
cession. It will be necessary at that time to acquire the 
art of dyeing in the delicate colours which silk manufac- 
tures require; and it is proper to observe, that the plain- 
er colours are the most difficult to be obtained, as the 
more the colours are mixed, the less easily are defects 
in the cyeing to be perceived. 

Thus the American nation will, by gradual but sure 
steps, reach the desirable point to which her whole am- 
bition should be directed, that in which her own native 
silk, that precious gift which 2 kind Providence has be- 
stowed upon her of such excellence and with such ex- 
treme profusion, will fill the land with riches, and make 
America what France now is—a country that no reverses 
can put down, and that even conquest and the devasta- 
tion of hostile armies, cannot impoverish. Whatever 
fate fortune may have in reserve for me, it will be to me 
a proud source of happiness to have, by these communi- | 
cations, in the least contributed to the lasting prosperi- 
ty of a country which I have been early taught to vene- 
rate and cherish as the cradle of liberal principles, the 
source of all that is dear to mankind. 

Some of my zealous friends have often told me, “Be- 
ware of the Americans! they are a shrewd, intelligent, 
ingenious and inquisitive people. Don’t tell them too 
much, or they will find out your secrets.”” Alas! 1 have 
no secrets; | am only in possession of an art, which I 
would freely, if 1 could, communicate to every man, wo- 
man and child, in America. Ask the skillful harmonists, 
Hupfeld, Segura, and De Konnick—ask the charming 
vocalist Madame D’Orval, what their secretis? They 
may execute before you the master pieces of their art; | 
you see the motions of their hands, you hear the sounds 
of their voices—but without study and practice, it is in 
vain to attempt to imitate them, though nature had gift- | 
ed you with the soul of an Orpheus. It is the same with | 
the various arts of preparing and manufactuaing silk— 
their secret divesin practice. Ingenuity, it is true, first | 
discovered these processes; but it required centuries | 
before they were brought to their present state of per- | 
fection. A striking example of this is at hand. 

In the manual above frequently quoted, (page 141) it | 
is related as an astonishing fact, that a woman at Novi, 
in Piedmont, reeled one pound of silk ina day. There 
is no doubt of the fact; but the manual does not say,that 
that happened upwards of forty years ago, as appears 
from the book to which a note refers. Now, in conse- 
quence of successive improvements, a woman, as I said 
before, (No. 10.) may reel off three pounds of raw silk 
in one day, that is to say in 12 working hours. Thus the 
art has been gradually advancing, since Colbert, who 
was himself skilled in manufactures, (b) by the encour- | 
agement which he gave to Benay, who first imported 
the throwsting mill into France from Italy, laid the foun- | 
dation of the great riches which his country has derived | 
from the silk trade. Before that time immense fortunes 
had been sunk in the vain attempt to establish in that 
kingdom the silk manufactures which Italy then exclu- 
sively possessed. At Nimes, the place of my birth, tra- 
diticn has preserved the memory of millions lost in that 
manner, by the ancestors of some of the most respecta- 
ble families, who still love to speak of the folly of their 
forefathers, (c) 








(b) The celebrated Minister Colbert, was brovght up 
in the house of the Mascrannis—rich manufecturers of 
Lyons, and was early imbued with their principles. Dic- 
tionnaire des grands hommes, verba Colbert. 

(ec) M. de Villeroi sunk in this manner 1,800,000 
francs, and M. de Marguerites, one million. 


One M. 
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Froment ruined himself entirely; to what sum his loss 
extended, I do not know; but it is a motorious fact in 
consideration of the sacrifices that he made, his family 
still enjoy a pension from the French Government, 
which is to be continued until the extinction of the 
male line. There are similar examples at Lyons, but I 
do not know the particulars. 

The state of Connecticut, by beginuing at the wrong 
end, and making sewing silk, which cannot find a price 
in the money market, before she had learned even to 
prepare the raw material, has been seyenty years follow- 
ing the same course, without advancing a single step. 
She may proceed in the like manner for ages, mis-em- 
ploying the gifts of Providence, and will meet with no 
better success. Every attempt to manufacture silk that 
will not be begun on right principles, will only retard 
the period when America will be in the full enjoyment 
of the blessings which nature has prepared for her. 


No. XIIT. 

I have, at last, reached the end of the course which i 
proposed to myself in writing these essays. At first, I 
had nothing in view but to communicate to the Amer- 
ican public the interesting discovery, which it was my 
good fortune to make, and to prove by actual experi- 
ments, the great superiority «f the American silk, in 
quality, as well as quantity, over that of Europe; 
which was afterwards followed by that of the hardly less 
important fact, that the cocoons produced by worms fed 
on the leaves of the wild American native mulberry tree, 
do not yield to others in the beauty of their silk, and 
only differ from them by the greater quantity of floss 
that they contain. Urged, however, by the solicitation 
of some patriotic friends, and particularly of the gentle- 
man to whom | am indebted for aid in the composition 
of these essays, I was induced tocombat the erroneous 
opinion that appeared generally to-prevuil, that the man- 
facturing of sewing silk was a principal, if not the princi- 
pal object to be pursued in the employment of the A- 
merican imaterial; an error which, if persevered in,wculd 
have led to the ruin of thousands; and I have endeayour- 
ed to show, with what success the reader best can tell, 
that the first thing to be attended to was the preparing 
of raw silk for sale, by which, I think I have proved 
that great profits are to be made, in anticipation of the 
greater advantages that will accrue to this country, 
from the complete establishment of silk manufactories, 
which time and experience cannot fail to produce. 1 
could say a great deal more on this subjec of raw silk.— 
I could heap proofs upon proofs to convince the most 
incredulous of the great profits to be derived from it; 
but I must take care, least by saying too much, I should 
become tedious. I shall content myself with asserting 
that, while in France, I have seen letters from silk mer- 
chants, in which they say to their correspondents in 
Piedmont—‘“‘Send us fine (raw) silk; never mind five 
francs (one dollar) per pound, more or less: but send us 
Jine silk.”” 1 think Iam not too sanguine, when I give 
it as my opinion, that the beautiful silk of the United 
States, when properly prepared, will be sought for with 
avidity by the merchants and manufactorers of Europe, 
and that America will sell, at her own prices, as much 
of it as she can make. 

The reader will perceive that, in these essays, I have 
not been satisfied with mere assertions, and that I have 
proved, as I went along, the principal points that I have 
ventured to make. In order to be the better understood 
in a matter almost entirely technical, I have drawn, with 
all the clearness and precision.in my power, as it were, 
the chart of the silk business, from the winding of the 
silk from the cocoons, to the delivering it over to the 
‘weaver’sloom. By this means, I have enabled all inte! 
ligent men to judge of the numerous schemes that are 
brought forward from time to time, and to form a coer- 
rect opinion of the pretended inventions and improve, 
ments with which the newspapers abound. Thus, we 
hear of machines for winding silk from cocoons without 
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handling it, which is absolutely impossible; for, if a single 
thread should break, what is to be done? We have heard 
of others, by means of which silk can be reeled and 
twisted atthe same time; doubling and twisting, or in 
other words, that raw silk and thrown silk may be made 
by one and the same operation: and in a late New York 
paper I find an improvement on the reel, which the in- 
ventor calls the mill of Languedoc, advertised for sale, 
while it is evident that it would be much better for the 
ingenious artist to obtain a patent for his discovery and 
make his fortune by the preparation of raw silk. 

On all similar pretensions, these essays by laying open 
the whole course of proceeding in the silk business, will 
operate like Ithuriel’s spear, and show them in their nat- 
ural and proper shapes. I have no doubt, however, that 
the numerous machines employed in the different 
branches of the silk manufacture, are destined to re- 
ceive great and material improvements in this country, 
whose future Whitneys will distinguish themselves as 
they have dene in the cotton businesss; but every body 
will uplewatind, that he who will improve upon a ma- 
chine, must first learn how to use it. 

In the same manner, the information that I have thus 
taken the pains to diffuse will show the extent of what 
can be done with American silk, by mere natural means 
and without the aid of European silk and machinery.— 
When we hear of vestings, silk stockings. gloves, mit- 
tens, and thick solid stuffs, not very wide, made in this 
country, or of silk sent to Europe and returned in the 
form of those manufactured articles, we may safely be- 
lieve it, because we know that they may be made of floss 
silk, not wound on the reel but spun on the common 
wheel, and a fortiori of the finest silk of the cocoons, if 
it should be thought proper to put itto that use. Botif 
we should be told that satins or velvets, or even the 
lighter stuffs, which are yearly imported from Eurepe at 
such an enormous expense, as taffeties, lustrings, gros 
de Naples, levantines, and the like, or even ribands, silk 
stockings, and other articles of hosiery and sewing silk, 
equally finished here with those of England, Italy and 
France, and such as may be readily sold for money or 
on credit; in short, what may be called truly merchantable 
and profitable commodities, every one who has read these 
essays will be possessed of sufficient data to decide on 
the correctness of the assertion, and will know that it is | 
impossible that such wonders can have been performed | 
without the assistance of the art, or—Aladdin’s lamp. 

I have hitherto shown only the fair side of the pros- 
pects which America may expeet to realize, by means 
of the silk which her country is calculated so abundant- 
ly to produce. I have now a less pleasant duty to per- | 


form; for I cannot avoid speaking of the difficulties that | 





mere preparation of raw silk; that is also an art that te- 
quires experience and practice, and at every step be- 
yond it the same difficulties will again occur. Itis idle 
to think of importing journeymen; or journey women; 
for such are not to be had, and ifthey could, much ad- 
vantage could not be drawn from them, each knowing 
only that part of the business which the division of la- 
bour has allotted tohim. The manual labour, except 
in passing through the throwsting mill, is all performed 
by women, whom nothing could induce to lose sight of 
their parish church steeple; much less to emigrate to a 
distant country, of a language of which they are igno- 
rant. 

We find from a publication which lately appeared in 
the papers of this city, that even the women of Connec- 
ticut, employed in the manufacture of sewing silk, could 
not be induced to remove to Philadelphia; no, not a 
single one of them; so that the gentlemen who wanted 
to introduce here that branch of business, were forced, 
as a pis aller, to send for a manufacturer from Europe, 
who, not being inclined to do journey work, the oppor- 
tunity was lost. Much less will the women of Italy or 
France abandon their country for a similar object; the 
more ignorant they are, the more they will be acted up- 
on by the fear uf unknown danger, ner will they be ea- 
sily pursuaded to leave their husbands and children te 
try their fortunes in the new world. .As to the over- 
seers, or those who superintend the labours of the wo- 
men, they are all well paid at home and are not inclined 
to emigrate. Besides, it is extremely rare to find a per- 
son who knows more than one single branch of the silk 
business. The head manufacturers are in general bet- 
ter informed; but those are too independent to think of 
leaving their country. 

As some persons may think that I exaggerate, I take 
the liberty of giving an extract cf a letter from Mr.J. W. 
Morse, a respectable American at Marseilles, to a gen- 
tleman of this city, by which I believe my assertions will 
be found fully substantiated. The letter is dated Mar- 
seilles, 21st. March, 1829. 

“It is very difficult, indeed, to find a person who pos- 
sesses a knowledge of the reeling and the different pro- 
cesses before being made into sewing silk, as itis done 
by four or more persons, who have each their particular 
part, and who continue for years doing nothing else.— 
The women whoreel do nothing but reel, and therefore 
it is difficult to find a man who is acquainted with this 
branch of the business. I have made applieation, thro’ 
the medium of several respectable silk merchants here, 
at three ofthe manufacturing towns of the neighbor- 
hood, but without success. It appears it is not the first 
time that application has been made for the same ob- 


she will have to encounter before those expectations | ject.” 


are in a fair way of being fulfilled. Those difficulties 
have been experienced by all the manufacturing nations 
of Europe, successively, and [ can see no reason why 
the United States should be exempted from them. The 
varios preparations of silk and the numerous forms in 
which it is afterwards manufactured, from satins, velvet, 
brocades and gold and silver tissues, to ribands, stock- 
ings, and gloves, are all arts of difficult acquisition, and 
of which the nations who possess them are particular- 
ly jealous. We have seer what immense sacrifices sov- 
ereigns have made to introduce those arts into their do- 
minions. We have seen with what pains and at what 
expense the Kings of France obtained the services of 
Michaeli and Benay, the King of the Netherlands those 
of Barramendy, the manufacturers of England those of 
Despoulies, who only taught them the process of manu- 
facturing some particular kind of stuffs; we have seen 
the immense sums that were sunk in France, when en- 
deavouring without assistance to find out a method only 
of preparing silk for the loom, which they never suc- 
ceeded in until the throw-string mill was breught in by 
a person skilled in the use of it; the same difficulties still 
exist, and thcy must be conquered before the United 
States can think of enriching themselves, even by the. 


These are the difficulties which the United States 
will have to overcome, before they can infroduce any 
kind of preparation of silk into this country. Nothing 
is so difficult as to obtain from Europe persons who are 
skilled in those branches of business. A circumstance 
which lately happened in.this city, and to which T am 
not willing more particularly to allude. will not, I fear, 
be calculated to encourage such persons to come _hith- 
er, even if they should be so dispused. No promise of 
a fortune, I believe, will henceforth be sufficient to in- 
induce them to it. 

It is certain, however, that sooner or later, the United 
States are destined to be a rich silk growing and silk man- 
ufacturing country. The fulfilment of this high destiny 
may be retarded, but nothing can prevent its taking 
place at some future time. 

The next number will conclude these essays. 

7th. September, 1829. J. DDPHOMERGUE. 





PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


The full report of the procedings of the Select Coun- 
cil on the subject of the Watchman Cases, was not pub- 
lished at the time, in consequence of the papers con- 
taining the following not being accessible. It will be 
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seen that the resolution authorising payment was passed the month, and that previous to the appointment of the 


by the Select Council. The matter remains still unde- 
termined in the Common Council. 
: Serecr Covuncit, April 9th, 1829. 

The joint committee to whom was referred the me- 
morial of the discharged watchmen, reported, that being 
divided in opinion, and unable to agree on any measure 
to be proposed for the adoption of councils—They of- 
fered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

When this report and resolution were under consider- 
ation, Mr. Read moved to postpone their further consid- 
eration, for the purpose of introducing the following re- 
port and resolution as a substitute :— 

The Committee, to whom was referred the petition 
of certain discharged watchmen, 

REPORT, 

That the present City Commissioners came into effice 
on Monday, the 5th of January last, and that the seven- 
teen individuals who have petitioned councils for re- 
dress, were then in the employment of the city, either as 
silent or loud watchmen, at certain fixed monthly wa- 
ges, and had been so for several years—That onthe 10th 
of the same month, (January) nine of them, viz.—John 
Bray, Thomas Elton, Philip Mingle, James Ireland, 
Nicholas Shultz, Levi Hopper, Eli Newman, Frederick 
Allbright, and Jonathan Dixey, who belonged to what is 
called the silent watch, were discharged by the City 
Commissioners, and on the 14th of the same menth, the 
remaining eight, viz.: Samuel Barry,Samuel Nagle, Jef- 
ferson Johnson, Samuel Linton, John B. Cornean, Eli- 
sha Parker, Andrew Gilmore, and George Nagle, who 
belonged to the loud watch, were also discharged from 
the service of the city by the City Commissioners—That 
these discharges took place “without noticc, without 
proof or allegation of misconduct,” against any of these 
imdividuals, and sofar as your committee are able to 
learn, simply on the ground, that the City Commisswners 
possessed the power, and were determined to exercise it 
at all hazards. 

That the petitioners very properly tendered them- 
selves ready to perform the duties of their respective 
stations, during the month for which they were hired, & 
at the same time notified the commissioners, that they 
should hold the corporation liable for their month’s wa- 
ges ai the expiration of that period. 


present City Commissioners, no watchman ever was dis- 
charged except for misconduct, and a yiolation of his 
contract with the city, and not even then until he had a 
fair hearing before the Commissioners. . 

Your committee are therefore of opinion, that this un- 
precedented exercise of a despotic authority by the 
City Commissioners over individuals, against whom ng 
breach of contract on their part has, or can be, alleged, 
calls for a most strict and severe examination by the 
Councils of Philadelphia, who, as the immediate repre- 
sentatives ef the freemen of this great city, are bound to 
protect the weakest and peorest of their constituents, 
against those servants of the corporation who may be 
vested with a little brief authority by the ordinances, 
from which they derive their power, and their very exis- 
tence. 

The City Commissioners have but one reply to the 
complaints of these petitioners, and that is, that by the 
6th section of the ordinances of the 22d May, 1797, en- 
titled ‘‘an ordinance pfoviding for the appeintment of 
City Commissioners and prescribing their duties,” they 
are vested with full authority /o discharge the watchmen, 
without any cause whatever, at any moment, and under 
any circumstances. 

The 6th section, says, That the City Commissioners 
shall “hire and employ a sufficient number of able bodi- 
ed men to light and watch the city by night, at certain 
fixed monthly or other wages,and prescribe rules for their 
government, and dismiss them from office when they 
shall think preper.” 

The Commissioners contend that the words—“dismiss 
them from office when they shall think proper”—give 
them the power to do itat any moment, with impunity. 
Your committee cannot agree with them in this inter- 
pretation, particularly when connected with the uniform 
practice, under this section—the wording of the rules 
and regulations, prescribed by the City Commissioners 
for the government of the Watch, and the ordinances on 
similar subjects. 

In all contracts for services by the month, if the per- 
son hired do fulfil his duty, and violate no part of his 
contract, the employer cannot discharge him until the 
end of the month, except upon the terms of paying him 
the full month’s wages. ‘The same rule undoubted!y 
exists, between the Corporation and its watchmen, who 
are hired by the month, and who can and ought only to 


That after the expiration of the month of January, be discharged during the period for misconduct. If this 
they applied to the City Commissioners for payment of | be the case, then the petitioners were illegally dischar- 
their month’s wages, but were refused; and that after a | ged before the expiration of the month, and the City 
vain attempt on the part of the petitioners, to prevent | are bound to pay for the despotic acts of individuals ap- 
costs, and a lengthened course of litigation, which they | pointed under their authority. 


were ill able to bear, by offering to consolidate their 
suits into one, which should be instituted in the District 


Court forthe city and county of Philadelphia, and by | 


the decision of which all should be bound, without any 
appeal whatever, and which offer the City Commission- 
ers rejected, they were finally obliged to institute, indi- 
vidually, seventeen suits against the ration, before 
an Alderman of the city of Philadelphia—That each case 
was considered by itself, and contested by the City Com- 
missioners, who were represented by the City Solicitor, 
and finally judgments were entered in all the suits in fa- 
vour of the a In all these cases appeals to 
the Court of Common Pleas for the city and county of 
Philadelphia, have been entered on behalf of the city. 

A list of the judgments, with their respective amounts, 
and the costs in each case is attached to this report, by 
which it appears that the whole amount now due the pe- 
titioners, including the costs before the magistrate, and 
without calculating interest, is $384 17}. 

Such is the brief statement of the facts alleged by the 
petitioners, and not disputed or denied by any one. 

Yourcommittee, however, for the information of coun- 
cils, will state in addition, that so far as their inquiries 
tiave extended, it has becn the invariable practice of the 
City Commissioners to hire and pay the watchmen by 


But it may be asked, what do these words “disiniss,” 
/&c. mean. They mean simply this, that whenever the 
month, or the period for which they are hired is out, 
they may dismiss them, “‘f they shall think proper,” or 
may doso if they should violate any part of their con- 
tract, during the time for which they are hired. If this 
_be not the meaning of this section, then the words ‘‘cer- 
tain fixed monthly” wages must be stricken out, for 
| they have no meaning or cfficacy if the other be the 
| true construction. If they are hired by the day, they 
| can be dismissed at the end of any one day, if by the 
|month, they can be dismissed at the end of any one 
month, which construction fully satisfies the words, 

| “when they shall think proper.” 

This construction is fortified by practice, for no watch- 
man ever was thus dismissed, without cause, and with- 
out a hearing, and the ordinance of the 3d March, 1814, 

authorising the appointment of tertain additional watch- 
men, speaks only of monthly wages, showing that mode 
| of hiring to be the settled practice of the city—which 
also appears from the rules and regulations for the gov- 
ernment of the watch, both of the late and present Com- 
missioners, which in speaking of fines, say—**The an- 
—_ Fines for delinquency are to be dédticted month: 
7 
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Your Committee ,therefore think, the City Commis- 
sioners had not the power to discharge the petitioners, 
before the expiration of the months for which they were 
hired. 

But supposing this construction to be incorrect, there 

is another consideration, which in the opinion of your 
Committee makes the claims of the petitioners irresis- 
tible. 
- ‘The petitioners are poor men, (some of them with 
farge families dependent on their exertions for support,) 
who have, for many years past, in all weathers and in the 
most inclement seasons, faithfully protected the lives 
and property of the citizens of Philadelphia, during the 
hours of night—That without warning, or notice of any 
kind, and contrary to all former usage, they were turned 
out of their employments, and deprived at once of the 
means of supporting themselves and their families, and 
«hat this took place in the month of January, in the se- 
verest winter that has been experienced for many years. 
That at this inclement season, when work is difficult to 
be procured, and money is so peculiarly necessary to 
purchase the first necessaries of life—these unfortunate 
but honest individuals, were suddenly deprived of their 
means of subsistence, and were turned upon the world 
almost as beggars. 

The power to dismiss them, if possible by the City 
Commissioners, was cruelly and improperly used—its 
exercise was contrary to the first principles of Republi- 
can Government—which teaches us to respect the rights, 
feelings, and wants of the humblest citizens. Ina des- 
potic government, we should not wender at such an a- 
buse of power, but in a free country like America, the 
asylum of the oppressed ofall nations, it is surely novel 
doctrine, that the weak shall be oppressed by the strong, 
and the rights of the poor man shall be sacrificed onthe 
alter of power. 

Your Committee would therefore upon the principle, 
that those were deserving and faithful servants of the 
City, who were poor and who had been injured by the 
exercise of an authority, unfortunately committed to 
persons who had abused the sacred trust confided in 
them, recommend the immediate payment of these pe- 
titioners. There is however an additional reason for 
this course. These petitioners poor as they are, if their 
request is refused, must contest what they think a mat- 
ter of right and justice, with the officers of a great city, 
aided by the council appointed and paid to conduct the 
legal concerns of the Corporation—wait for years for the 
final termination of their suits, if the City Commissioners 
are disposed to wa them to the highest tribunal of the 
State, and during this period of suspense, incur costs, 
which would more than equal the sum which they 
claim, If the Commissioners are unsuccessful—the Cor- 
poration will have the satisfaction of paying these a- 
mounts, with heavy costs, besides legal fees, and of hav- 
ing contributed to the impoverishment, perhaps the ruin 
of the successful suitors. 

Your Committee cannot therefore hesitate in recom- 
mending the immediate payment of these meritorious 
demands. 

Your Committee cannot however conclude this Report 
without stating their opinion of the conduct of the City 
Commissioners, relative to the discharge of the City 
watchman generally. 

The watchmen of Philadelphia are about one hundred 
in number, and at no period of her corporate existence 
was there so effective a set of watchmen as in the com- 
mencement of the month of January, 1829. They were 
sober, orderly and excellent citizens, who discharged 


the duties of their stations to the entire satisfaction of 


their fellow citizens. Ofthis number, the City Commis- 


sioners in the short period of nine days after their ap- 


pointment to office, discharged upwards of forty-oné, 


and placed the safety of the City and its inhabitants to} 


the care ef inexperienced and untried individuals, con- 
trary to the expressed wishes of the citizens of the Dis- 
tricts, in which the discharged watchmen were located. 








This, in the opinion of your Committce, was a rash and 
cruel experiment; tried upon persons who could not af- 
ford to litigate their rights with the servants of a power- 
ful city, and certainly speaks little for the prudence and 
charity of its authors. Their number has accordingly 
been reduced to seventeen, who have with the spirit of 
free citizens, asserted their rights,and who now respect- 
fully, but finally, ask at the hands of the Councils of 
Philadelphia, the justice that has been denied them by 
their public servants. 


Your Committec therefore offer the following resolu- 
tions:— 

Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils, That 
the City Commissioners be, and are hereby directed, to 
withdraw the appeals entered on behalf of the City, in 
the suits brought by Elisha Parker, Philip Mingle, Levi 
Hopper, Samuel Linton, N, Shultz, John Bray, Freder- 
ick Allbright, Thomas Elton, George Nagle, James Ire- 
land, Andrew Gilmore, Jonathan Dixey, Jefferson John- 
son, Eli Newman, Samuel Barry and John B. Corneau, 
against the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of Philadel- 
phia, and that the said Commissioners be, and they are 
hereby required, to pay the petitioners the amount of 
their respective Judgments with interest and costs. 

The question for postponement was carried in the af- 
firmative, but some discussion arising as to what was be- 
fore Councils, the Chair decided, that the report offer- 
ed as a substitute was not before the body, but simply 
the resolution that was attached to it. -An appeal was 
taken from this decision of the president, and the Select 

youncil sustained the Chair—a motion was then made 
to amend the resolution, by stricking out the words 
“with interest and costs,” which was lost. The resolu- 
tion, as offered by Mr. Reed, was then passed, and sent 
to the Common Council for concorrence. 
COMMON COUNCIL. 
Turspay Evenrne, Sept. 10th. 

A stated meeting was held thls evening. 

Mr. Joknson presented a remonstrance from sundry 
citizens, against placing chains across the street, at the 
south end of the New Market. 

Mr Scott presented a petition from citizens residing 
in the neighborhood of Twelfth, Sassafras, and Jaceby 
streets, praying that some of the old stones lately taken 
up in Race street, may be given them, to pave a private 
alley in that vicinity. 

A motion was made that the prayer of the petitioners 
be granted; but it was rejected; from an opinion that ac- 
ceding to this request would occasien numerous appli- 
cations of the like character. 

Mr. Baker presented a petition from the sureties of 
John Trout, Collector of the City Taxes, praying that 
they may be allowed till the close ofthe year to settle 
their accounts with the city, Referred to Messers. 
Read, Williams, Baker and Oldenburgh: 

Mr. Baker presented a petition from sundry citizens 
praying for the paving of Schuylkill Eighth street from 
High to George,and of George from Schuylkill Seventh 
to Eighth. Referred to Paving Committee. 

Mr. Coryell, presented a petition from the Diligent 
Hose Compauy,who have lately removed their apparatus 
into Spring Garden. As they were eight months of the 
present year in the city, they pray that the usual appro- 
priation forjtheir assistance, be not withdrawn from them. 
Referred to the Committee on Fire Companies. 

Mr. Oldenburgh presented a petition for a flagway 
across Second-street,frem Church Alley to Jones’ Alley. 
Referred to Paying Committee. 

A communication was received from the City Com- 
migsioners recommending the paving of Vine street,from 
Broad street to Schuylkill Eighth. Referred te Paving 
Committee. 

Mr. Baker from the committee on Fire Companies, 
reported a bill to grant relief to the America Fire Com- 
pany. It was passed. ete 

The president of the Common Council, laid before 


Councils, the following report from the Directorg of the 
Poor Tax. 
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The directors of the Poor Tax, respectfully report to 
their respective Corporations, That they have agreed to 





the State House without a written order from a mem- 


ber of the Selector Common Couricil, or the Mayor of 


assess twenty two cents on every hundred dollars agree- | the City. 


able to the last County Assessment,and a proportionable | 
tax on every free white male inhabitant; which,together 
with the dog tax, will give for the support of the Poor 
the gross sum of $88,508 67 . 

By order of the Board of Directors. 

Mr. Thompson from the committee on Ways and | 
Means, mace the following report. 

The Committee of Ways and Means to whom was re- | 
ferred the communication from the City Commissioners | 
of the 13th ultimo, wherein they state that certain ap- 
propriations for the present year are exhausted, and re- 
quest that Councils willsupply the same. Your Com- 
mittee have met and carefully considered the subject re- 
ferred to them; and now state to Councils that the ap- 
propriation for New Paving is this day overdrawn $19,- 
256 45; that appropriations for Docks and Sewers is 
overdrawn $ 871 91, and that two or three other appro- 
priations are partially overdrawn, Your Committee are 
aware that borrowing money at any time is avery un- 
pleasant circumstance, nor can they devise any means at 


j 





} 








present by which it can be avoided. Your Committee | 


are of opinion that twenty one thousand two hundred 
& twenty dollars for new paving,required by theCommis- 
sioners, will be barely sufficient. Five thousand dollars 
required for Docks and Sewers may answer, and two 
hundred and eighty dollars for expenses of Office is also 
wanted. Your Committee herewith present a bill pro- 
viding for the deficiencies above stated, which they 
hope will meet the approbation of Councils. 

When the bill which accompanied the report, came 
before the Common Council, Mr. Page said he would 
merely remark it was no unusual occurrence to pass bills 
at the latter part ofaseason, to supplly deficiencies in 
appropriations. In one year, as he had found by refer- 
ence to the minutes, a bill had been passed to supply a 
deficiency of 40,000 dollars. é 

Mr. Walmsley said he could explain the reason. In 
making arrangements for extending the pavements to 
the Schuylkill, it was found impossible to defray the ex- 
pence out of the Tax Funds. It was, therefore, neces- 
sary to re:ort to loans, to supply the deficiencies in the 
appropriations. = , ; 

Mr. Linnard inquired if any of the monies belonging 
to the sinking fund had been invested in the State 5 per 

nts. 
ae Oldenburgh replied that 32,000 dollars had been 
so invested. 

The bill was thenpassed. - _ 

Mr. Bladen presented the following; 

The Joint Committee on Markets report— 

That they deem it advisable to have moveable stalls 
erected under the arches adjoining the Court House,cor- 
ner of Second and Market, and report an ordinance to 
that e‘fect. 

A further supplement to an ordinance for the regula- 
tion of the Markets in High and Second streets. 

Sec, 1.. Be it enacted by the Citizens of Philadel- 

hia in Select and Common Councils assembled, That 

the City Commissioners be and they are hereby requi- 
red to have erected, two moveable stalls in Market street 
under the arches at the east end of said market house, 
adjoining the old Court House near Second street, one 
stall.on each side, to be three feet six inches wide—the 
said stalls to be rented to and used‘and occupied by the 
venders of meat only. 

It was passed by the Common Council, but it was not 
acted upon by the Select Council, for want of time. 

The following resolution was proposed by the Select 
Council; but laid on the table by the Common Coun- 
cil. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the committee on the State House and Independence 








A petition was received from the Western Fire Com- 
pany, praying for pecuniary assistance. Keferred to 
Committee on Fire Companies. 

Mr. Johnson moved to take it into consideration a 
resolution received some time ago, from the Select 
Councils, directing payment to be made to certain dis- 
charged watchmen of the amount of their claims, with 
interest and costs. 

Mr. Johnson moved that the word “interest” be 
struck out. Adopted. 

Mr. Baker moved to strike out the words*‘‘and costs.” 
This was opposed by Mr. Moss,who thought that throw- 
ing the costs on these poor men, would be inflicting on 
them a hardship. It was also opposed by Mr. Page, 
who said that if the watchmen were entitled to their de- 
mands they were entitled to costs too. 

Mr. O’Neil said he was one of the joint committee 
appointed to investigate the subject. ‘The two branch- 
es of the committee could not come to an agreement, 
and therefore no joint report was made but all the mem- 
bers of the Committee belonging to the Common Coun- 
cil were of opinion that the proceedings of the Commis- 
sioners were legal. They founded their opinion on an 
ordinance passed in 1797, which declared, 

“The said commissioners shall hire and employ a suf- 
ficient number of able-bodied men to watch and light 
the city by night, at certain fixed monthly or other wa- 
ges, and prescribe rules for their government, and dis- 
miss them from office when they shail think wee 

From this, he thought the Commissioners had a right 
to do as they had done. 

Mr. Johnston said common sympathy and common 
justice required that the men should be paid. A res- 
pectable magistrate of the city had given judgment in 
their favour. Notwithstanding the phraseology of the 
ordinance, it never was the intention to give the City 
Commissioners the power to discharge watchmen with- 
out a cause. Tie present Council had come into power, 
when party feelings were much excited, but he hoped 
that feeling had so much abated, that this claim would 
be allowed. 

Mr. Moss said that the ordinance gave the Commis- 
sioners power to discharge the watchmen, but not to 
discharge without pay. Ifa gentleman hired a servant 
for a week ora month and discharge him the next day, 
he was bound to pay his wages for the whole week or 
for the menth. 

Mr. O’Neil said gentlemen seemed to wish to make 
an impression that the wages of these men had been 
refused them. But the wages for the time they had 
served had be@n tendered them. ‘The ordinance di- 
rected them to be paid monthly wages: but there was 
no coentuact either expressed or implied that they should 
be employed by the month. If we go back a few years 
we will find that other instances have occurred of watch- 
men being discharged without a cause being assigned. 

Mr. O’Neill cared nothing for the decision of the magis- 
trate. He thought himself as able as any migistrate to 
construe the ordinance. 

Mr. Page thought the explanatien given by Mr. 
O’Neill was very satisfactory. As far as sympathy or 
Justice should go, he would go as far as any man; but 
this was a question of right. Had the Commissioners 
the power to discharge the watchmen? It is clear the 
had from the ordinance. Whether they exercised it 
judiciously or not is another question. In what condi- 
tion would the city be, if this, power of dismissing the 
watchmen was not possessed by the City Commission- 
ers’ The watchmen, therefore, although they were 
paid their wages monthly, were not hired by the month. 
But was the conduct of the discharged watchmen re- 
spectful to the City’? Instead of. memoralizing Coun- 


Square be instructed to adopt such measures as may be | cils, they instituted a suit against the corporation. The 


necessary to prevent persons entering the Steeple of rule is, ifyou go to law, you must take what the law 
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gives. The decision of the magistrate was.of little _mo- 
ment. Judgments of magistrates are oftener reversed 
than sustained by Courts of Justice. 








rhetoric, and be made acquainted with Grecian and Ro- 
man antiquities. The entire services of a professor of 
high attainments, are devoted to perfecting the students 


Mr. Maitland could see nothing inconsistent with the | in their English education, which is deemed to bean ob- 


ordinance in paying the watchmen their demand. | 

The question was then taken on Mr.Johnson’s motion | 
to adopt the resolution of the Select Council, and decid- 
ed in the negative. 

Ayes. —Messrs. Graff, Horner, Johnson, Maitland, 
Mass, Walmsley. 

Nays.—Messrs. Baker, Bladen, Cave, Cook, Corry- 
ell, Linnard, Oldenburgh, O’Neill, Page, Scott, Snyder, 
Wainwright. 
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When the Trustees of the University of Pennsylvania 
re-organized the Collegiate department and obtained 
for it professors of high and established reputation for 
learning and ability, they entertained a confident belief 
that it would deserve and receive the patronage of the 
public, and flourish with renewed vigor and usefulness. 
‘They were, nevertheless, aware that the experiment, 
however promising, might fail, and, therefore, thought 
it better to wait for the fulfilment of their hopes, before 
they attempted to impart their confidence to their fel- 
low citizens. ‘Twelve months have elapsed since the 
hew arrangement was put into operation, and the Trus- 
tees feel it to be their duty to communicate to the pub- 
lic, in a responsible shape, the result of their underta- 
king. To enable them to do this with satisfaction, their 


ject of primary importance. 

The Sophomore Year will be employed in studying 
the elements of natural philosophy and chemistry—his- 
tory, geography—ancientand modern, and the elements 
of criticism, rhetoric, elocution and English composi- 
tion,—the advanced branches of mathematics. In the 
classics—this class will read Cicero, Horace, Terence, 
Greca Majora and Homer’s Iliad. 

The Junior Cluss,will read the Art of Poetry,Juvenal, 
Perseus, Livy and Greca Majora. They will be in- 
structed in logic, moral philosophy, English composi- 
tion and forensic discussions, natural philosophy and 
chemistry, the use of the globes and the construction of 
maps and charts; higher algebra, analyctical geometry, 
including conic sections; differential calculus(fluxions. ) 

The Senior Class will read Longinus, Tacitus—and re- 
view or complete the former authors in Greek and La- 
tin. In mathematics, integral calculus, analytical dyna- 
mics, with the application of physical astronomy—as- 
tronomy, courses of natural philosophy and chemistry, 
the evidences of natural and revealed religion, metaphy- 
sics, natural and political law, clecution, composition 
and forensic discussions. 

Instructors eminently qualified for teaching the 
French, Spanish and German languages, are attached to 
the University. 

The internal police and government of the College is 


committees have given a strict attention to the repeat- | a subject on which parents and pupils will naturally be 
ed examinations that have been applied to the several | anxious to be informed; and is one of no small difficulty, 
classes in the College, conducted with an impartiality of | if we may judge from the disturbances which have so 
which none could complain, and a rigour which preclu- | frequently broken the peace, and interrupted the stu- 
ded all possibility of delusion. © From such information | dies, of our seminaries of learning. The opinions and 
and periodical reports of the faculty, the Trustees are | principles of the Provost, as delivered in his inaugural 
warranted in thus expressing their full approbation of | address, are entirely adopted by the Trustees, and will 
the faithfulness and diligencce of both the teachers and | be given in his own language—*'The discipline of a Col- 
pupils; /their entire satisfaction with the condition of the lege is the most difficult, and, at the same time, the 
College; and their increased confidence in its future | most material part of its economy. The youth of our 
and brilliant success. In the classics, nothing connect- | charge, while they strenuously assert the claim to be 
ed with a thorough and critical knowledge of the lan- | treated as men, are apt, very ofien, to conduct them- 
guages has been neglected, but an exactness of instruc- | selves like boys. To curb the volatility of youth with 
tion was exhibited by the students which could have | the rein of decision and judgment; to induce the stu- 
beenattained only by the highest ability and care on the | dent to respect others, by making him respect_ himself; 


part of the professors, and a corresponding diligence in | 
the pupils. In the séveral branches of Mathematics, the 
same readiness and precision were manifested, bespeak- | 
ing a clear and intimate understanding of the subjects. | 
In the studies under the direction of the Provost, ofthe | 
Professor of Natural Philosophy and Chemistry, and of | 
the Assistant Professor of Moral Philosophy, the most | 
decisive evidence was afforded of the excellence of their | 
instruction and the fullness of their knowledge; of the 
ability, fidelity and zeal of the Professors, as well as of 
the general industry and goo conduct of the young 
gentlemen. - The Trustees have no hesitation in saying 
to the public, that such is the vigilance with which the 
capacity and diligence of every student is observed, 
and his progress examined, that his parents may be assu- 
red that he is altogether deserving of the class he is as- 
sociated with, of the rank he holds in it, and of the ad- 
vancement he makes, or he would not be suffered to re- 
ta n the one or receive the other. 

iA short view of the studies pursued at the college, 
will show the education te be obtained there, and fully 
justify the declaration of the Provost, that “it is an insti- | 
tution as broad in its principles, and as comprehensive | 
in its course of instruction, as any college within our 
common country.” 

_In addition to the usual classical and mathematical stu- 
dies of the Freshman Class, they will receive instruction 
for completing their English education, by grammar 
lessons, and by critical readings in prose or in poetry; 
their knowledge of geography will be strengthened and 
enlarged, they will be exercised in compusition and 
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to destroy the temptation to folly by a full occupation of 
the time; to combine in our intercourse with the young 
men the firmness of the governor and the dignity of the 
teacher, with the affability of the associate and the inter- 
est of a friend;—these are the principles of that govern 

ment which it is proposed to establish. ‘Fhe cords of 
discipline will be tightened. A close adherence to the 
rules of the College in respect to diligence, attentign, 
and deportment, will be exacted from every individual; 
and exacted, too, not from the mere desire of rigor, but 
from a much higher principle—from the conscientious 
conviction that we owe it to the young men themselves; 
to the parents and guardians who shall entrust them to 
our care, and tothe character of the University, to pur- 
sue, in regard to these points, a temperate but decided 
and undeviating course.” 

The system of discipline, here promised, has been 
firmly and faithfully adhered te, and its good effects da - 
ly manifested. There has been but little cause of com- 
plaint in the conduct of any of the students, and no se- 
rious infraction of laws of the institution. While the 
high and honorable feelings of the young gentlemen are 
appealed to for their good behaviour, and they are in- 
duced “to respect others by making them respect them- 
selves,’ and severer remedies are at hand when these 
shall fail; while they are provoked to disorder by no 
unjust or unreasonable irritation, and tempted to it by 
no prospect of advantage, or desirable distinction, the 
trustees aré convinced the Cellege has nothing to fear 
from individual turbulence or dangerous combinations 
among the students. 
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The location of this University certainly offers impor- | fendant offered to enter bail for an appeal, which the 
tant benefits, not only to the inhabitants of our city, but | Alderman declined taking on the ground of indisposi- 
also to parents who may find it necessary to send their | tion, and directed him to call the following week. The 
children from home for education. The regular habits | defendant accordingly called with his bail, when the 
and manners of this community; the refinement of its | Alderman being still indisposed again directed him 
society; the public libraries, museums and academies; | to callin afew days, which he did, when bail was.en- 
and abundant and accessible means of obtaining informa- | tered; not as the defendant desired, for an appeal, but 
tion upon every subject of human knowledge and inter- | as appears from the transcript, for stay of execution. 





est; the excellence of the teachers in all the modern | When the bail was entered, the Alderman said he had 
languages and the ornamental departments of education, | not time to make out a transcript, and directed him to 
present inducements of the highest character to select | cull for it at another time. ‘Fhe defendant called for the 


it as a place of education in its largest and best sense. | transcript three times subsequently, and when he re- 


With a view to a more perfect supervision and regu- | ceived it, he carried it to the Prothonotary’s office, who 
lation of the deportment of students from abroad, as well | refused to file it as an appeal, the recognizance not be- 
as from a careful regard for their health and comfort, it | ing for an appeal, and being entered into more than 20 
is contemplated to establish or select for them, good | days after the rendition of judgment. Other circum- 
boarding houses, which shall be under the inspection of | stances are stated in the affidavit filed, but these are all 
the Provost, who will occasionally loek to the habits | 1 deem material torefer to. No counter affidavits were 
and conduct of the young men, and take care that full } produced, nor do I understand the facts set forth in the 
justice be done to them in their treatment and accom- | plaintiff’s affidavit to be disputed or denied. 
modation. Under these circumstances the defendant asks per- 

The building heretofore occupied by the College,af- | mission to file his appeal and enter into the recognizance 
ter a careful examination, aided by the Faculty and the | required by law, nunc protunc. The right of the Court 
best architectural information that could be obtained, | to give the defendant the relief prayed for, is denied, 
was found to be wholly unsuitable for the purposes of | and whether the court possesses the power to grant this 
such an institution, and incapable of affording the ac- | relief is the question involyed in this decision. — 
commodations that are indispensable. Nor could this| ‘The right of appeal, by which a trial by jury is given, 
be effected by any alterations in this building; which, | isa great constitutional right, securing a precious priv- 
after great expenditures, would leave us an imperfect, | ilege to the citizen, and one, of which, on principle he 
inconvenient and insufficient edifice. It was, therefore, , ought not to be deprived by the wilful or accidental 
ufter mature deliberation, determined to erect a new | omission of a Justice of the Peace, if after he is ready 
building corresponding externally with that erected for | and willing to comply with all the legal prerequisites to 
the medical school. The new building is in rapid pro- | such an appeal, he is to enjoy it or otherwise, according 
gress, and will be ready to receive the classes in this | to the caprice or inability of the justice to do what the 
next summer. Inthe meantime the duties of the Semi- | law directs him, in order to perfect this right, then the 
nary are performed in the old College in Fourth street. | right is subject to a contigency that neither the law nor 

The trustees are highly gratified to witness that the | the principles of rational liberty, regulated by law, con- 
renovation of the institution is already perceived and ac- | template or would justify. It is true that in such a case 

knowledged by the public, whose returning confidence | he may seek his remedy against the defaulting magis- 
to it is manifested by an increase of the number of pupils | trate, but such a remedy would often be found so illusory 
greater than was anticipated by the most sanguine at so | and vexatious, that many would rather submit toa wrong 
early a period, and by the cheering voice of approbation | than seek a remedy through all the expense and toil of 
and encouragement which reach them from every quar- | prolonged litigation. A simpler and more direct course 
ter. Complete success is no longer considered to be | of doing justice by the appellate jurisdiction, would be 
deubtful; and the Univers’ty of Pennsylvania will again | todo that themselves, which ought to have been done 
stand eminent among the seminaries of learning of the | by the inferior tribunal, and thus place the party in the 
United States. The legislature of the state will be grati- | position secured to him by the constitution and laws of 
fied to see the funds bestowed upon this venerable in- | the country. All inducement to trifle with or practice 
stitution employed in diffusing knowledge and virtue upon the ignorant and the unwary would then be re- 
among her citizens; in forming great and enlightened moved, and the certainty that revision could not be a- 
men, and shedding honor on its patrons, and Philadel. | voided by any species of management, would render in- 
phia wil! be proud to be the seat of so much usefulness. | ferior tribunals more careful, that their judgments should 

Philadelphia, Sept. 11, 1829. | bear the test of subsequent scrutiny. 

Wm. White, N. Biddle, | The right of the court to receive the Bail now, which 


Edw. Burd, Ch. Chauncey, ) ought to have been taken in due time by the magistrate, 
W. Rawle, Jos. Hopkinson, | and by placing the appeal on the record of the term 
James Gibson, J. Kt. Ingersoll, | when it would have taken rank, had the justice complied 
Hor. Binney, Philip F. Mayer, | with the obligations of the law, rests not only on the 
W. Meredith, Philip H. Nicklin, general principles of justice and right, but is maintaina- 


Benjamin Chew, Henry U. Onderdonk, | ble from express and solemn adjudication of this court. 


Robert Waln, Robert Walsh, Jr. In the case of Paulin vs. Peters on Common Pleas, 
John Sergeant, John C. Lowber December term, 1821, No. 158, the bail for an appeal 
T. Cadwalader, Tho. H. Skinner. was entered on the 28th of September 1821, and the 


Peter S. Duponceau, James C. Biddle, Seeretary appeal was not filed until the 21st of the ensuing De- 
Zaccheus Collins, and Treasurer, es, of course long after “ag ae of oe — 
. is term, after entering the appeal, which was the peri 
we mes, De Se P. Wilson and Benjamin R. designated by law for filing it. Yet this sloapt leche 
Morgan, Esq. trustees, whose names are not among | -.tished that the del a fi he defaul hei 
those subscribed to the address,are absent from the city satisfied that the delay arose from the default of the jus- 
’* | tice in not furnishing the transcript in due season, sus- 
LAW CASE. tained the appeal. There is too much liberality and 
RIGHT OF-APPE good sense in this decision of my predecessor, to induce 
“AL. me to give my voice against the ‘‘stare decisis” in the 





Lauderbach : bef 
Decid eb. ¢ ' case before us. : 
vs. gee a i - <5 agama The authority of this Court to perfect a defective ap- 
Boyd. : peal, is expressly recognized in the case of Cochran vs. 


_ King, President.—In this case the Alderman rendered | Barker, 6. Serg and Rawle 549. There a Justice 
judgment for the plaintiff, and on the same day the de- | of the Peace having taken an informal recognizance, 








1829. } 





the court of Common Pleas of Dauphin county, 
granted a rule on the Justice to amend and perfect his 
return, in ae of which, asubsequent amended 
transcript was filed. The Court in that part of their o- 
pinion which refers to the regularity of this second re- 
turn, say “the Justice from the entry on his docket of” 
bail in appeal according to law; ‘‘might on the rule of 
Court have made up and returned a recognizance in form.” 
On another part of the same cause on whicli the Court 
take occasion to comment on the importance of the right 
of trial by jury, principles are discussed which cover 
the whole ground of the cuse before us, and which be- 
side the force of authority have sound sense and sound 
logic to recommend them. ‘The right of trial by jury, 
so much prized by all who enjoy the blessings of the 
common law is guaranteed by the constitution of the 
United States and of this State. —However in its modi- 
fications it may be within the sphere of legislative en- 
actments, to abrogate it transcends legislative powers. 
Appeals are therefore highly favored: and when a party 
does all in his power, and all the law requires of him, it 
would be unjust to deprive him of it; from the mere in- 
accuracy or slip of the justice: and if he made it out in 
proof that he had entered into the stipulation prescribed 
to restore this precious privilege and great constitution- 
al right, though the entry of it by the Justice in his 
docket was incomplete, or the Justice may have omitted 
fo make aneniry of it, either by accident or from ignorance 
or design; 1 think a Court would long hesitate before 
they come to the conclusion that the party had lost the 
benefit of his appeal and juby trial.’ Cochran vs. Bar- 
ker, 6, S. and R. 551. The case supposed, Judge Dun- 
ean, has occurred; and surely we ought not to hesitate 
in applying the remedy he plainly considers in our 
power. 

The Court therefore order the rule in this cause to be 
made absolute, and direct the appeal of the defendant 
to be filed on his entering into recognizance in this 
Court with surety to prosecute it with effect. 


METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER, 
Aveust, 1829 KEPT IN CHILISQUAQUE, BY J. P. 
SANDERSON. 






































1 o Baromeler. | Thermometer|Atmosp. Variations. 
= ‘paciaies 
“aioe 24:3 + $1 184-3 A.M. P. M. 
1 1[29 5| 29 $|29 5|71|75|78 Cloudy | Cloudy 
2 
3129 6|29 6| 29 5|75|80|82 | Cloudy | Clear 
4129 §| 29 6| 29 6|72|77 |79 | Cloudy | Sunshn. 
5129 6/29 6/29 6} 73 | 78 | 82 | Sunshn.; Clear 
6| 29 6| 29 6| 29 6| 78 | 85 | 82 | Sunshn.| Show’rs 
7129 5} 29 5) 29 6| 75) 79 | 83 | Cloudy | Clear 
8| 29 6/29 6| 29 6| 76| 83 | 87 | Clear | Clear 
9 
10} 29 3} 29 4)29 4|75/82/86| Clear | Clear 
11} 29 5| 29 6|29 6|63/|67|73 | Clear | Clear 
12} 29 5|29 5|29 5|65|70|74|Clear | Cloudy 
13} 29 5/29 5/29 5/67 |76)81 | Clear | Sunshn. 
14} 29 4} 29 4) 29 5|73 | 79 | 83 | Cloudy | Sunshn. 
7 29 5} 29 5|29 5/69/76 |75 | Cloudy | Cloudy 
16 - 
17 | 29 5| 29 5/29 4) 72/76/74 | Cloudy Rain 
18/29 2/29 2|29 2}73/76|75| Rain | Sunshn. 
19/29 5) 29 5|29 5|64|69|71 |Clear | Clear 
20 | 29 6| 29 6| 29 6| 60 | 69 |72 | Clear | Clear 
21) 29 7/29 7| 29 7/63|73|75 | Clear | Clear 
- 29 6| 29 6| 29 6| 65 | 76 |78 | Cloudy | Sunshn. 
24|29 4/29 4/29 4|66/67}81 | Clear | Clear 
25} 29 4/29 4}29 4/68/|71|75 | Clear | Clear 
26129 4/29 4/29 4|61)/65|71 | Cloudy | Clear 
27 | 29 51/29 5129 5159/63/68 | Clear | Clear 
28 | 29 5/29 5/29 6/60/69] 71 Cloudy | Cloudy 
29 5} 29 5/29 4,64) 68/73 | Cloudy | Cloudy 
31] 29 5129 6| 29 Seles 79 | Cloudy | Cloudy 
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PERIMENTS ON FUEL. 


In November 1823, a series of very interesting expe- 
riments on fuel were commenced in this city by Mar- 
cus Bull, and pursued with great zeal for several years. 
On the 7th of April 1826, the result of the whole was 
communicated in a memoir to the American Philosophi- 
cal Society—which in 1827, was published in a neat oc- 
tavo volume.—to which we refer those who wish for 
information respecting the mode and apparatus adopt- 
ed in making the experiments, which are there describ- 
ed with great minuteness, and discover much ingenuity 
and great patience—Our object is to lay before our read- 
ers only such facts, and general results as will, we be- 
lieve, be useful and interesting respecting one of the 
most necessary articles in every family, and which at 
this season engages the attention of every house-keeper. 

In the preliminary remarks, he makes the following 
statement respecting the quantities of fuel required for 
the consumption of the city. 

See page—VI. VII. and VIII. 

“I haye recently ascertained with as much accuracy as 
was practicable, the quantity and value ofthe different 
kinds of fuel, already brought to Philadelphia, to supply 
its consumption in domestic economy, and for all other 
purposes, from March, 1826, to March, 1827. The 
quantity of wood was ascertained from the official re- 
turns made to the City Treasurer, by the corders, upon 
the public landings, and also from the private accounts 
and estimates of the corders upon all the other landings 
in the City and Liberties. The quantity of foreign coal 
was obtained from the Custom House books, and that 
of the remaining coals, from the most authentic sources 
within my reach. 
Estimate of Wood and Coals, required for the consumption 

of Philadelphi«, from March, 1826, to March, 1827. 

D. C. 
140,150 cords of Wood, average price 4 50 630,675 
25,545 tens Lehigh& Schuylkill 'coal*at 7 00 178,815 





a 





EX 


¥ 


320,000 bushels of Pine Charcoal 10 32,000 
95,000 do. of Richmond Coal 30 28,500 
30,465 do. of Liverpool Coal 33 10,053,45 








$880,043 ,45 








The population of the City and Liberties of Philadel- 
phia, at the present time, may be estimated at 125,900.+ 
By dividing the whole cost of fuel, (880,043.45) by 
the number of inhabitants (125,000) we obtain $7.04 
‘as the average cost of fue! for each inhabitant, supposing 
the consumption to be equal; but as this is not the case, 
itis not my intention to apply this calculation individu- 
ally, but to large portions of the community. Suppo- 
sing each article to be sold at its true comparative value, 
we may infer from the foregoing calculation, that the 
quantity of fuel required in Philadelphia, for every pur- 
pose, would be nearly supplied by 125,000 tons of Le- 
high or Schuylkill coal, or one ton for each inhabitant.+ 

If we look prospectively to the early period, when 
these coals may be expected to be furnished at $5 per 
ton, their substitution for other kinds of fuel, in all cases 
where it is practicable—will become a matter of general 
interest.” 

“From the diversity in these results,it is apparent, that 
equal weights of different combustible bodies vary mate- 
rially in the quantity ofheat disengaged in their combus- 





*The whole quantity of coal sent from these mines to 
Philadelphia in 1826, was 47,545 tons, of which 22,000 
tens were sent abroad. 
see Reg. v. III, p. 80.] 

+The population of the city and liberties, by the cen- 
sus for 1810 was 92,247, and for 1820, 108,116. 


[In 1828 it was71,719 tons, 















































ger easy a 
ren Ae rene tan onan 


Sy EA x <ergeree . 
et ee ee ee ee ee = 


ete Teaaen ne 


a 


ae 
ha 


A PPR t= Se ap = 


ee 
— 






















ot 
aint 


me a, : = -aareat 


ee 
— 


~ Orage 


‘ 4 on - a aiie: 5; 
eae =e 
eens emo 





Iss EXPERIMENTS ON FUEL. (SrrTemarr 





—e —= a a rr er a 








aeinattinomonceage tees aconitamounameaais eng enannanacnsiepaRinananapeegen Seem Rene aetie ne See ete Sneceeeenaammntbieersensteonaen eerecandasteaageoanennaieneentae 





tion. The woods differ less perhaps in equal weights than | then have the following statement. As 100: 600::81: 
has been generally supposed, and that difference will | 486. Four dollars and eighty-six cents being the com- 
be found te correspond very nearly with the different parative value of a cord of red-heart hickory, and the 
quantities of carbon they contain; they are however of | difference between the price of this wood and its com- 
very different value in equal quantities by measure, in | parative value thus ascertained, shows how much dear- 
consequence of the great disparity in their weight. This | er or cheaper it is than the wood with which it has been 
remark is also applicable to those coals which are sold | cempared. We will suppose the price ef red-heart 
by measure and net by weight,from which circumstance, | hickory to be 5.75 and that of chesnut white oak to be 5 


it becomes necessary to caution those who would at- | dollafs.. Then 81:575::86 :610, is the value of the sb 
tempt to ascertain the value of different articles of fuel | which being sold at 5 dollars, is cheaper by one dollar 


by merely comparing their different results of heat in 
the table, without regard to their different weights.— 
The results being comparisons between articles in equal 
weight, cannot be compared with quantities by measure 
alone; hence the necessity of determining the weights 
of a given bulk of those articles sold in this manner, 
which will be found in the table in their respective co- 


and ten eents, than the red-heart hickory. If we take 
the mean of the comparative numbers for the eleven 
different species of oaks,which is 69, and compare them 
at 5dollars, with shell-bark hickory at 6 dollars, 100: 
600: :69:414, is the average value of these oaks, and at 
the prices specified, the hickory is the cheapest by near- 
ly one dollar. 


lumns, the manner of obtaining which will be hereafter | A mere examination of the comparative numbers, will 
detailed. The object of my experiments being practi- | show that a cord of white birch is 52 pr. ct. less in value 
cal utility, rather than scientific research, to facilitate | than a cord of shell-bark hickory, and the difference 
the accomplishment of that desirable object, I have es- | per cent. nity be calculated from the comparative num- 
timated the comparative values of the different articles. | bers between any two articles sold at the same price. 
These will be found in the last column of the table, and We will now extend the comparison to some of the 
are equally applicable not only to every market, but for | coals: and take for this purpose one cord of shell-bark 
every change in the prices that can take place. | hickory, at six dollars, and determine the comparative 
The standard taken is shell-bark hickory, that being | value of one ton of Lehigh Coal. As 100: 600:: 99: 
of greater weight than a cord of any other wood in the | 594, which shows them to be of nearly the same value, 
table,and disengaging in its combustion an equal quanti- | supposing each article to be consumed under the same 
ty of heat from any given weight. circumstances; but as this is not the case, and as this ob- 
Tne comparative numbers express the value of one | jection has been frequently stated to me by those who 
cord of each of the woods, one ton of the anthracite coals, | have confounded two distinct subjects, a momentary 
and one hundred bushels of the bituminous coals, char- | digression will be excused, to show the futility and 
coal and coak, and although no one market is supposed | irrelevancy of this objection. It is admitted that there 
to furnish for fuel every kind of wood -contained in the | may be greater disparity between the manner of con- 
table, yet the principal part will probably be found, and | suming different kinds of fuel, than actually exists in 
in markets where the woods are much mixed, averages | their comparative value as usually sold; but this dif- 
may easily be made adapted to those markets. ‘The ce- | ference does not enhance or depress the value of the 
lumn of comparative values was found in the following | different articles, provided it is practicable to consume 
manner, | them in the same manner, which, with very few excep- 
The value of a given quantity of fuel is directly pro-| tions, may bedone. The intrinsic value of the different 
portional to the time that a given weight of it maintain- | kinds of fuel, and the loss or gain experienced by the 
ed the air of the reom ata given temperature, and also | different constructions of the apparatus used for their 
to its weight. Hence assuming shell-bark hickory for a | combustion, are distinct subjects of inquiry, and al- 
standard, since one pound ef this wood maintained the | though both are necessary to be known, to effect any 
air of the room at the given temperature 400 minutes, | valuable improvement in the selection of the one and the 
this being multiplied by 4469, the weight of a cord of | construction of the other, yet it does not follow as a 
this wood, we obtain 1787600 minutes as the time which | consequence, because the construction of a grate used 
the air of the room would have been maintained at the | for the combustion of Lehigh coal, is more economical 
given temperature, by consuming one cord of this | than an open fire-place, that, therefore, one ton of the 
wood. | coal possesses greater intrinsic value than one cord of 
We then have the following proportion. As the pro- | shell-bark hickory wood, as it would be equally reley- 
duct in time corresponding to one cord ef shell-bark | ant, to say, that the coal is intrinsically of less value, be: 
hickory, (1787600) is to its assumed value (100) so is | cause the wood may be consumed in a sheet iron stove, 
the product ofthe weight of a given quantity of any oth- | which is a much more economical apparatus than the 





er article into the time that one pound of it would main- 
tain the air of the room at the given temperature, to the 
value of the given quantity of this article. 
Thus for a cord of white ash wood: - 
As 1787600: 100: :3450 x 400138000000: 77 
For a ton of Lehigh coal, of 2240 pounds: 
As 1787600: 100::2240 x 790— 176960000: 99 
For 100 bushels of Cannel coal weighing 6525 pounds: 
As 1787600: 100::6525 x 630=411075000:230 
A few examples will be sufficient to show the facility 
with which the comparisons may be made. For this 
purpose, we will assume the price of shell-bark hickory 
wood as at six dollars for a cord of 128 cubic feet, this 
being the average price in this market, and compare it 
with a cord of red-heart hickory. The comparative 
value of the former is 100, and of the latter 81. We 





+These coals, as brought to market, are probably of 
the same value in equal weights, although a slight vari- 
ation was found in my vesults, from the specimens expe- 
rimented upon. 


| grate. 
We will resume the subject by comparing one ton of 


Lehigh coal, at seven dollars, with one hundred bushels 
of Newcastle coal, at thirty-five dollars, which are the 
present prices in this market. As 99: 700:: 198: 1400, 
from which, it appears that fifty bushels of this coal are 
precisely equal in value to one ton of Lehigh coal, but 
as the Newcastle coal will cost seventeen dollars and 
, fifty cents, and Lehigh coal costs only seven dollars, the 
latter is the cheaper article of fuel by 150 per cent. 

If the value of a chaldron or bushel of the bituminous 
coal is required, the manner of obtaining a solution of 
either question, is obvious. 

It will be apparent, that although shell-bark hickory 
has been taken, for convenience, as the standard, to - 
construct the column of comparative yalues, the econo- 
mist should take the cheapest article of fuel in the mar- 
ket, as his standard of comparison. 

The experiments on the Lehigh, Schuylkill, Susque- 
hanna, and Lackawaxen coals were repeated a number 
of times, in different quantities, but the results were 
found to be uniformly the same. Considerable differ- 
ence was found in the results of pine charcoal, when 
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taken promiscuously from different parcels as brought 
to market, in consequence of the imperfect manner in 
which the charring process had been conducted,but as 
these coals are sold by measure, and not by weight, and 
as the bulk is not materially diminished in perfecting 
the process, the loss sustained from this circumstance 
being in part compensated by the heat disengaged in 
expelling the remaining inflammable matter, we may 
consider this defect, in ordinary cases, as unimportant; 
the result, however, is given for perfect charcoal. 

The ceak used to experiment upon was produced in 
the large way, and that which was most free from earthy, 
or ower foreign matter, as well as most perfect in other 
respects, was selected. The heat resulting from its 
combustion is less than was anticipated, and shows that 
the commonly received opinion that it contains as much 
carbonaceous matter as charcoal,in equal weights, is er- 
roneous, and what is still more erroneous, is, the opin- 
ion that any given quantity of coak, by measure, will in 
its combustion disengage as much heat as an equal quan- 
tity of the coal from which it is produced. One bushel 
of bituminous coal produces-in retorts about one and a 
half bushels of coak, in consequence of swelling during 
the process, and yet its specific gravity is stated, in 
some tables, as nearly equal to that of the coal. 

The compesition balls of Lehigh coal, charcoal and 
fire clay, were made for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether a very economical fuel might not be formed of 
the culm or fine portions of the two former, by combin- 
ing them with the latter article, as they possess very 
little value, the same practice having been adopted with 
considerable advantage in various parts of Europe. 

The fire produced by these balls was found to be very 
clean and beautiful in its appearance; its superior clean- 


liness isin consequence of the ashes being retained by 

the clay, and the balls were found to retain their original | 
shape, after they were deprived of the combustible ma- | 
terials. The beauty of the fire is enhanced by the shape | 
and equality in the size of the balls, which, during the | 
combustion, present uniform luminous faces. No diffi- | 
culty Was found in igniting or perfectly consuming the | 
combustible materials of the balls, and the loss in heat, | 
when compared with the combustion of the same quan- | 
tity of each article, in their usual states of aggregation, | 


was found to be only three per cent. 

From a pile of swamp white oak of medium size, 
which had been cut the preceding winter, and weather 
seasoned during the interval, (this being the state in 
which the largest portion of wood is sold,) a half cord, 
or sixty four cubic feet, was accurately measured, and 
its weight was found to be 1928 avordupois pounds. 

From experiments made to ascertain the weight of 
moisture abserbed by different woods, which had pre- 
viously been made perfectly dry, and afterwards expos- 
ed in a room in which no fire was made during a period 
of twelve months, the average absorption by weight, for 
this period, was found to be 10 per cent. in forty six dif- 
ferent woods, and 8 per cent. in the driest state of the 
atmosphere, and an unexpected coincidence was found 
to exist in the weight absorbed by ferty-six pieces of 
charceal made from the same kinds of wood, and simi- 
larly exposed, the latter being alse 8 per cent. 

The 4 antity of moisture absofbed by the woods in- 
dividually, was not found to diminish with their increase 
in density; whilst it was found thamthe green woods, in 
drying, uniformly lost less in weight in proportion to 
their great density. Hickory wood taken green, and 
made absolutely dry, experienced a diminution in its 
weight of 373 per cent., white oak,41 per cent. and soft 
maple, 48 per cent.;a cord of the latter will therefore 

nearly twice as much when green as when dry. 

‘If we assume the mean quantity of moisture in the 
woods, when green, as 42 per cent., the great disadvan- 
tage of attempting to burn weod in this state must be 
obvious, as.in every 100 pounds of this compound of 
wood and water, 42 pounds of aqueous matter must be 
expelled from the wood, and as the capacity of water 


No.1. Chimney fire-place; 


oo 


! 


for absorbing heat is nearly as4to1, when compared 
with air, and probably greater during its conversion in- 
to vapour, which must be effected before it can escape, 
the loss of heat must consequently be yery great. 


Table exhibiting the results of experiments made to de- 
termine the comparative loss of heat sustained by us- 
ing apparatus of different construction, for the com- 
bustion of fuel. 

Time the room|Weight of fuel re- 
was maintained |quired by each ap- 
at the same tem-|paratus, to main 
perature, in thejtain the room at 

Description of apparatus used.jcombustion —_of}the same temper- 

equal weights ofjature, and for 
fuel, comparedithe same time, 
with apparatusjcompared with 
No. 9. No. 9, 


of ordinary construction 
for burning wood, 

2. Open Parlour Grate,of 
erdinary construction, 
for burning anthracite 
coal, - - - 

- Open Franklin Stove, 
with one elbow joint,& 
5 feet of six inch pipe 
placed vertically, the 
fire-place being closed 
with a fire-board, - 

4. Cast Iron ten-pl. Steve, 
with one elbow joint, &) 
five feet of four inch 
pipe,placed herizontal- 
Jy, entering the fire- 
board, - - - 45 222 

5. Sheet iron cylinder 
stove, the interior sur- 
face coat’dwith claylute 
with one elbow joint, & 

5 ft of 2 inch pipe, pla- 
ced horizontally, enter- 
ing the fire-board, - 67 149 

6. Sheet iron cylinder 
steve, as before descri- 
bed, with 134 feet of 2 
inch pipe,inwhich there » 
were 3 elbow joints, 
the whole placed as fol- 
lews:34 ft horizontally, 

5 ft vertically, for an as- 

cending current, & 5 ft. 
vertically,for a descend- 
ing current, entering 
the fire-board, - 

7. Sheet iron cylinderStv. 
as before describ’d with 
134 ft. of 2 inch pipe,in 
which there were 3 el- 
bow joints,placed asfol-| - 
lows:9 inchesvertically, 
and 123 feet horizontal- 
ly, entering the , fire- 
board, 

8. Sheet iron cylinder 
Stove, as before descri- 
bed, with nine elbow 
joints, measuring 133 
feet of two inch pipe, 
entering the fire-board, 

9. Sheet iron cylinder 
Steve, as before descri- 
bed,with forty-two feet 
of two inch pipe, as u- 
sed in the course of ex- 
periments on fuel, 
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Common names of woods 
and Coals. 


White Ash, 
Apple Tree, 
White Beech, 
Black Birch, 
White Birch, 
Butter-nut, 
Red Cedar, 


American Chestnut. 


Wild Cherry, 
Dog wood, 
White Elm, 
Sour Gum, 
Sweet Gum, 


Shell-bark Hickory, 
Pig-nut Hickory, 
Red-heart Hickory, 


Witch-hazel, 


American Holly, 
American Hornbeam, 
Mountain Laurel, 


Hard Maple, 
Soft Maple, 


Large Magnolia, 
Chesnut White oak, 


White’ oak, 


Shell-bark white oak, 
Barren Scrub oak, 


Pin oak, 


Scrub Black oak, 


Red oak, 
Barren oak, 


Rock Chesnut oak, 


Yellow oak, 
Spanish oak, 
Persimon, 
Yellow Pine, 
Jersey Pine, 
Pitch pine, 
White Pine, 


Yellow Poplar, | 
Lombardy Poplar, 


Sassafras, 
Wild service, 
Sycamore, 
Black walnut, 


S yew whortleberry 


Lehigh Coal, 


Lacawaxen coal, 
Rhode Island coal, 
Schuylkill coal, 
Susquehanna coal, 


Swatara coal, 


Worcester coal, 


Cannel coal, 


Liverpool coal, 
Newcastle coal, 


Scotch coal, 
Karthaus coal, 


Richmond coal, 
Stony creek coal, 
Hickory charcoal, 
Maple charceal, 


Oak charcoal, 
Pine charcoal, 
Coak, 


Compn. of 2 pts Leh 
Coal, 1 charcoal. and 
one clay, by weight, 
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23.41 
27 .26 
22.52 
19.15 
12.47 
12.52 
19.94 
21.63 
28.94 
18.79 
21.05 
21.73 
32.89 
33.52 
26.78 
19.63 
19.86 
23.94 
24.05 
22°68 
19.47 
21.36 
25.31 
21.10 
22:99 
20.63 
22.94 
20.36 
21.05 
23.52 
22.94 
15.52 
19.05 
24 68 
17.52 
20.26 
15.68 
15.42 
20.15 
12.89 
22.47 
31.26 
19.68 


26.57 
78.61 
73.67 
75.67 
76.49 
72.25 
76.77 


110.71 


65.25 
70.04 
73.35 
59.99 
66.46 
65.56 
73.46 
32.89 
22.68 
21.10 
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LAW CASE. 
Rights of a Landlord under a voluntary Assignment. 
Catharine Morris, | 

vs. 

John Parker and 

Chas. Shaw, Assign- 

ees of Haines & Pim.) 


Common Pleas, 
M. 22, No. 25. 


Case Stated. 

It is agreed that Messrs. Haines & Pim rented a heuse | 
of the plaintiff in south Second street, at the rate of $240 
per annum, payable quarterly. That they entered into 
possession the 25th June 1827 paid the first quarter’s 
rent & continued two montsh and days in the second 

uarter. That on the 17th day ef November. A. D. 
1827, the said Haines and Pim made an assignment in 
trust for the benefit of creditors as per assignment, and 
the defendant let the goods remain in the premises 11 
days after the assignment, when the defendants paid the 
plaintiff $7 64 and gave her the key; and a new tenant 
entered, and then the goods were sold and removed by 
the purchasers. The plaintiff applied to Esqr. Ren- 
shaw to prevent the removal under the late law, but be- 
fore actually instituting any proceedings for that pur- 
pose she went to the defendants, before the sale of the 
goods, who oe to pay if the goods were liable un- 
der the act of Assembly, orif they were liable as assign- 
ees, under the circumstances, for the rent due at the 
time of the sale and remeval. The question submitted 
to the Court is, whether the assignees in trust for the be- 
nefit ef the creditors of the tenant who took possession 
of the goods of the tenant en the premises, after the 
commencement of the quarter; and afier seme days,and 
before the expiration of the quarter, sold them are, un- 
der the facts stated, liable for the rent from the com- 
erga of the quarter to the time of sale and reme- 
val. 

By the Court: Kine, President, (after stating the 
case) the defendants are supposed to be liable to the 
demands of the plaintiff, either under the general prin- 
ciples of law arising from the circumstances of the case, 
or by virtue of the provisions of the Ist section of the 
“supplement” to the laws regulating distresses fer rent, 
passed the 25th day of March, 1825—Pamphlet Laws, 
114, 

From the manner in which the case is stated, it would 
seem that the plaintiff is under the impression that she 
is entitled to a preference ever the general creditors of 
Haines & Pim, eut of the proceeds of the goods on the 
premises at the time of the assignment to the defendants. 
In this however, in my judgment, she is mistaken, ‘The 
preference of a landlord under such circumstances arises 
from his right to distrain the goods assigned: and where 
that right does not exist,as it clearly did not in this case, 
the rent not being due and inarrear,or where if the right 
to distrain does exist, he omits to exercise it, but suffers 
a bona fide sale and removal by the assignees;,he stands 
in the same position with respect to the proceeds of the 
sale as any ether creditors. This is the rule even in 
bankruptcy, which being a statutary execution, the pre- 
ference of the landlord at least for a year’s rent, might 
from analogy have with some plausibility been establish- 
ed. Ex parte Plummer 1. Atkyns 103—Braydyll and 
Bell 1. Bro. 427, 1. Cook’s Bankrupt Law, 173, Sec- 
tien 8th, 5th edition. The assignee under a voluntary 
assignment stands in the same position with respect to a 
landlord as any other bona fide purchaser. - He is, or ra- 
ther his goods are liable for rent in arrear while they 
remain on the premises; but'when no rent is in arrear, or 
if the goods are bona fide sold and removed from the 
demised premises, the landlord has no specific lien for 
his rent on such goods or preferred claim on the avails 
of them in the hands of the assignees, for distribution 
according to the trusts of the assignment. 

* It isto be kept in view that no question is raised in this 
case, how far assignees under a general assignment who 
entered into and took possession of a term for years, 
which passed. under the assignment, would be subject 
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to rentin arrear anterior to the assignment; the ques~- 
tion Kere presented, being a claim for priority of pay- 
ment out of the preceeds of chattels which passed under 
the asssignment and which were then on the demised 
premises. 

The second ground on which the plaintiff supposes 
this action supportable, arises from the provisions of the 
act of the 25th of March 1825. The first section of that 
act declares that if any tenant for life or years of any 
messuage, &c. upon the demise whereof any rents are, 
or shall be reserved, sliall, before such rent becomes 
due, fraudulently convey away and carry off, or from 
such demised premises, his goods or chattles,with intent 
to defraud the landlord of his remedy by distress, it shall 
be lawful for such landlord to consider his rent appor- 
tioned up to the time of such conveying away and carry- 
ing off, and for him within thirty days next ensuing, to 
seize the same and proceed to dispose thereof, for the 
rent so appertioned as is directed by existing laws. 

The construction of this act and the class of removals 
to which it applied, was settled by this ceurt, so far at 
all events as to regulate our decisions under it, in the 
case ef Purfel vs. Sands, decided at March term, 1827. 
We there held ‘‘that it is not every removal, rent being 
in arrear or unpaid,that will authorize a landlord under 
this act or that to which it is a supplement, to follow and 
distrain his tenant’s goods off the premises. To justify 
such a procedure, the removak must be fraudulent. The 
nature of fraud and the innumerable shapes it assumes. 
render it impracticable to point out precisely what will 
amount to a fraudulent remeval: but there is no difficulty 
in saying, that an open and notorious removal in the day- 
time, although no notice was given to the landlord, is not 
fraudulent within the meaning of these acts.” Grace 
vs. Shively 12. Serg. & Rawle, 281—Hooper vs. Crow- 
ley 1d. 218. We do not say now, nor did we say then, 
that a removal in the day time cannot be fraudulent; be- 
cause circumstances may exist in such a removal as would 
clearly indicate it te be fraudulent. But we say in this 
case, as we did in Purfel vs. Sands, that there were no 
circumstances disclosed in the case which would justify 
a distress under the act of March 1825. Any such at- 
tempt by the plaintiff would have been wholly illegal 
and unauthorised. 

The defendant’s promise to pay this rent, being cor 
ditional and dependent either on their liability as assign- 
ees, from having received the proceeds of goods on the 
premises when the assignment was made, no rent being 
in the arrear or on the liability of the goods under all 
circumstances to be distrained upon; under the provis- 
ions of the act of March 1825; and the court being of o- 
pinion with them on both points, the judgment must be 
in their favor. Ofcourse eur decision does not interfere 
with the right of the plaintiffs toa prorato part of the 
funds in the hands of the defendants with the ether cre- 
ditors of the same grade, or her claim for payment 
by the defendants for the use of her house for eleven 
days, which she has actually received; it being made on 
the general questions submitted in the case. Judgment 
for the defendants. —U. S. Gazette. 





Coal.—Many of our newly opened veins are assuming: 
appearances similar to those which characterize Mauc 
Chunk. They are of various sizes from twenty to thirty 
feet in thickness, and generally present a less inclina- 
tien than smaller ones. They are mostly contiguous to 
Mine Hill and the Broad Mountain. One has been 
opened by Messrs, Pott and Bannan in the latter range, 
in which, after descending about twenty-eight feet they 
encountered a small vein, and digging through that 
came again to a variegated coal, of the finest quality. 
Up Mill Creek, (on the portion denominated the ‘Lee 
tract,’)} another has been opened by Mr. Eyer, to the 
depth of twenty-eight feet, and the bottom slate has not 
yet been reached. The same vein is again opened by 
Messrs. Woodside and Beck on the sametract. Itap- 
pears to decrease in size as it advances West, and ithas’ 
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been traced to the Flowery Field tract ef Ridgway, | however, she survived the bloody deed to be a mother 
Cumming, &c. and opened by Wailace, Burr and Co. | to a large and respectable offspring, and a blessing to 


to the extent of twelve feet. The coal throughout is of 
a beautiful texture, ofa jet color, with a lustre strongly 
vitreous. Its ignition is easily accomplished, and it 
burns without cinder toa clear white ashes. Veins 
have likewise been opened in the Schuylkill Valley 
which are supposed to be the same as those already 
mentioned. On the Broad Mountain also, a vein has 
been opened to the depth of thirty feet, by Messrs. 
Eldridge, Shoemaker and Lippincott, which has pro- 
duced some specimens of uncommon fine coal. 

From all these appearances, we are more firmly in- 
clined to what has ever been our opinion, that the Le- 
high coal’at Mauch Chunk is not en masse, but in reality 
avein of extraordinary dimensions, or probably the 
eastern termination of all the principal veins in the an- 
thracite range, from whence they radiate to the length 
of eighty miles. ‘The intersection of the coal strata is 
the same in all, and we think it a reasonable conjecture 
to presume, that after the discovery of these veins, we 
can with equal facilities, double the quantity of our ex- 
ports.— Miners’ Journal. 





The first number of “The Journal of Health” has 
just made its appearance in this city. The work is to 

e “conducted by an association of physicians,’ the 
object of which is stated in the following extract from 
the prospectus: 

“Deeply impressed with a belief, that mankind might 
be saved a large amount of suffering and and disease, by 
a suitable knowledge of the natural laws to which the 
human frame is subjected, they propose laying down 
plain precepts, in easy style and familiar language, for 
the regulation of all the physical agents necessary to 
health, and to point out under what circumstances of 
excess or thisapplication they become injurious and 
fatal.” 





The Norristown Bridge over the River Schuylkill, 
eight hundred feet in length, exclusive of the abutments, 
is now 80 fat completed that foot passengers can pass 
over. Ina few weeks more we expect it will be pas- 
sable without any difficulty. — Herald. 





The Richmond Compiler contains a notice of an Ex- 
cavator, or Self-Loadinf Cart, invented by Mr. W. 
Beach, of Philadelphia. It is described as loading itself 
in its progress by means of one of the whcels, which is 
hollow, taking up forty square feet of earth in one min- 
ute. Thisis carried to any distance as in a common cart; 
and the load deposited or unloaded in less than half a 
minute, without trouble, by opening the bottom of the 
cart. The inventor states that one of his carts is now 
at work on-the rail-road, within a mile and a half of the 
Schuylkill river, near Philadelphia; that it is worked by 
a man and a boy, and three horses, and removes and em- 
banks in a day twice as much earth as is removed by 
three common carts and twenty men, who are working 
at the same place. ‘Thus doing (says Mr. B.) the same 
work at about one-sixth of the cost it would be in the 
ordinary mode. The Excavator can be made for nearly 
the same price as a common three horse cart, and quite 
as easily kept in order. It seems to be entitled to the 
notice of enterprising contractors. 

Balt. American, Sept. 1. 





Died,—At het late residence in Chillisquaque town- 
ship, on Thursday last, Mrs. Margaret Durham, widow 
of the late James Durham, aged 74 years. ‘The de- 
ceased was among the first settlers of this section of 
Pennsylvania, and partook largely in the toils and dan- 

rs of the Revolution. When the thinly scattered pop- 
ulation fied before the Savages, for refuge in the lower 
counties, she was overtaken, not far distant from this 
place, the Tomahawk was thrust into her head, her 


scalp taken and she left apparently dead.—Happily, there is an agent. Other subseribsdae 4a in advance. 


society, to which she has-left the bright example ofa 
life of virtue and good works, inseparable from that 
faith “which works by love and overcomes the world.” 





Pirrshure, Serr. 9. 


The Weather.—It has, for along time, been very dry, 
hot, and dusty. The streams are dried up, the fields 
are parched, the grass is burnt and the people are near- 
ly chuked up; and, as a consequence, there is no grind- 
ing, and flour is scarce. There is also little milk, and 
less churning, and our market is poorly, very poorly, 
supplied with butter. Notwithstanding this, we did 
very well while green corn lasted; but that too has dried 
up, and people has become rather husky. For nearly 
five weeks we have been without rain, and during the 
hottest month, including the dog-days, we have scarcely 
had a sprinkle. —On Sunday last we had barely enough 
to lay the dust; and what is most disheartening, we 
have now a most gloomy prospect of continued fair 
weather. 





To the Citizens of Pennsylvania. 


YOU were fully informed, by several Circular Letters 
distributed throughout the State about a year since, 
that “The Pennsyla. Society for the Promotion of Public 
Schools” had caused to be instructed a number of com- 
petent individuals in the knowledge of the Lancasterian 
System, in order to supply the means of education at 
moderate rates, where the population was dense enough 
to establish schools on that plan. [tis highly gratify- 
ing to the Society that its efforts and purposes have been 
appreciated, and that in several remote parts of the 
Commonwealth education is now imparted through the 
instrumentality of the instructors sent from this city. 
Encouraged by these gradual and certain proofs of the 

‘usefulness of its labours, the Society is induced to ad- 
dress itself again to your noticé, with an offer of its ser- 
vice to furnish well qualified teachers at reasonable 
salaries, according to the number and situation of the 
inhabitants who may desire schools. 

It were scarcely needful to add a sentence on the im- 
portance of sowing knowledge broad-cast over the land, 
or to remind in observing people that virtue and intel- 
ligence are the ornament and security of our free insti- 
tutions. 

On behalf of the society. 
ROBERTS VAUX, President. 
A. H. Ricnarps, Secretary. 
Philadelphia, 9 Mo. (September) 7, 1829. 


Communications are to be addressed to George M. 
Stroud, Esq. Corresponding Secretary, Philadelphia, 
stating the number of inhabitants, where the school is 
to be established, the expenses of living, &c. 





The Harrisburg Chronicle of the 14th instant, says— 
‘‘The canal is in navigable order from Middletown to 
Clark’s ferry. Three boats loaded with lumber for the 
bridge at Clark’s ferry, passed up this morning, and 3 


boats were at High Spire, on their way to this place, 


loaded with merchandise.” 





At the Labyrinth Garden ef Mr. Smith, there is an’ 


apple tree, full of fruit, and has a fine show of blossoms. 
Philada. Sept. 15. 
They have a cabbage in Lancaster weighing 25 Ibs. 
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